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Lavy his Wizz, all grace and happineſſe 
in Earth, accompanyed wich all glotie 
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Heauen. 
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WW printed Papers, contayning 


®) the ſumme of a Sermon prea- 
VV ched at the Croſſe, not long 
N A 5 ſithence, the Printer perſwa- 
7 ding it onward With this rea- 
* on, for that a Sermon touch- 

ing Repentance, being preached at the ſame place 
now twentie yeeres gone; bs thought it not meete 
that this preſent Sermon, perſwading ynto the 
practice of Repentance, and being ſo neere of 
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And for mine owne part , this benefit I hope 
may redound by the printing of it, that as it may 
be with farre greater eaſe a; and peruſed of 
them that — it , then at that time it could 
well be attended puts, by reaſon the winde wax f 
Jomwhat bigh and bard at thi publiſhing there- 
of, ſo ſuch as were not preſent may by this means 
be made partaker of the ſame both for their pro- | 
fit and comfort:the mayne point therein handled, ö | 
being a doftrine ſo neceſſary and generall,that it 
concernes all perſons and people whoſoener , that | 
either long for, or deſire their eternall ſal- 


uation. N 

And nom (Honorables) I will not ſpend ma- | 
ny wordes to yeeld reaſons or cauſes of this my | 
Dedication to your honored ſelues ; you are not ; 
ignorant that my ancient and long acquaintance, : 


with you, (with reuerente I ſpeake it) bere in 


Jour owne Country, and the certayne knowledge 
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wer held in the rixbᷣt path of R =o 5 | 
happily hath oe} you lee greater Ho 
nors and Places) were motines — to per- 
ſwade me to ſuffer theſe lines 6 had beene 


written with gold) t paſſe vnder your godly pro- 
tections, to ſpeake nat bing of the many fauonrs I 


baue receiued from you and your worthy Ance- _ 


s , which as I may neuer ff t,/o I rake plea- a1: ED 
a 2 with all ee to remember 


them, One thing more I muſt adde, and ju I end: 
at my being in London when. this Sermon "was 
preached, ſame Jew dayes before I promiſed your © 
brother and verily intended to ſhew my dutie_ 
vnto you at Lambeth, when my paynes had 
beene ended about the ſame; but 1 was hindred 
only by ſickneſſe and weakeneſJe , which made 
me to returne home ſpeedily , whered thanke_ 
God, I haue now (after a long fickneſſe) reaſo- 
nably well recouered my bealth and ſtrength a- 
gaine, and am not altogether without —— but 
that I may ſee you once more before I goe hence 
and be no more ſeene. Meane while —_ e- 
uer, I will not ceaſe to pray for your Honors 
profperitie, both in your honored ſelues and war- 


thy Progenie, that as God of his goodneſſe bath 
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i aduanced you to theſe earthly Honors, which you 8 
know are but fading, ſo you may ſeeke by all | 
| meanes poſsible , to aduance Gods glorie in the 
Goſpel of his Sonne, and the true — 4 

| thereof, which ſhall be the Churches 
| good, and your glorie for euer. | | 
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THE PRACTICE OF 
REPENTANCE. 


IE IEM. 4. 14. 


O Iernſalem,waſh thine heart from wickedneſſe, 
that thou mayeſt be ſaued how long ſhall thy 
Wicked thoughts remayne within thee? 


abrupt ſpeech of our Prophet, I ſhall the 
J & leſſe neede to be curious in obſeruing the 
02) bet Coherence of the ſame, Yet being well 
222 obſerued, we ſhall finde that it hath good 
dependency vpon the former part of this 
Chapter, where the Prophet biddeth Ie to returneto 
the Lord, and now ſheweth them how they ſhould re- 
turne, by willing them to waſh their hearts from wieked- 
neſſe, ſaying, O Ieruſalem, waſbthine heart, &e. 
In which wordes, we may obſerue two generall parts: 
Firſt, an Exhortation. 
Secondly, a Reptehenſion. 
An Exhortation to Repentance. 
The Reprehenſion, for that they linger ſo long their 
Repentance. 
The Exhorcation in theſe wordes, O Teruſalem , waſh 
thine heart from wickedneſſe, that thou mayeſt be ſaned. 
The Reprehenſion in theſe wordes, How long ſhall thy 
wicked thoughts remayne within thee ? 


In 


Eeing this my Text ſeemeth to be but an Exordium. 
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2 The practice of Repentance, 


In the exhortation I obſerue foure circumſtances, 
Who exhorteth ? /erenne, 

Who are exhorted ? The people of [ernſalem. 
Whereunto they are exhorted? To Repentance, 
Wherefore ? That they may be ſaued. | 

-Firft then we ate to confider in the exhortation who 
exhorteth , namely Ieremie , one of the Lords Prophet, 
Excelſus Domino, one very highly beloued of the Lord, 
knowne vnto God before he was formed in the wombe, 
ſanctified in his Mothers belly, and ordayned to be 2 
Prophet vnto Nations. For ſo it is read in the Text: 

Then the Word of the Lord came vnto me (ſuith Ieremie) 
faying , Before I formed thee in the wombe, [knew thee, and 
before thou cam: ft ont of thewembe, I ſantlified thee, and or- 
dayned thee to be a Prophet unto Nations, 

Now, in that Jeremis is appointed and'ordayned to be 
a Prophet vnto Nations, ſpecially vnto Ieraſalem, before 
he was borne, We are to obſerue therein, the care that 
the Lord hath for the good of his Church and Children, 
long before, in prouiding for them, Paſtors & Teachers, 
likewiſe Kings; Queenes , Captaynes, and Gouernours, 
who re durkay Fathers, and 2 Mothers, as well to 
Church as Common. weale. 

So were CMoyſes and Aaron prouided, and miracu- 
louſly preſetued, for the deliuerance of the /ſraelites of 
BR.. 

55 was Joſepbh before that, for the preſeruation of that 
whole Family , which grew. afterward into ſo great a 
Nation. 

So was Queene Heſter and Mordecay preſerued from 
the conſpiracy of that wicked Hamam, for the great 
good of the Jewes, who were adiudged to the flaughter. 

So was King David preſerued firſt from the Lyon and 
the Beate, wy 
might feed the children of 1/rae/ prudently with all his 

ower, | 
: So was loſras , Hexechias , and other godly Kings: ſo 

| was 


afterward from Coliab and Saul, that be 


The prafice of Repentance, 2 
was Samuel and the reſt of the Prophets: ſo was Pan! 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles, all prepared and prouided 
for the good of Gods Church as well of the Gentiles as 
of the /ewes. 

So was that good and great King Conſtantine orday- 
ned of God,to giue ſome breathing time to the perſecu- 
ted Chriſtians, after their ſo many and cruel perſecutions. 

So likewiſe we may ſay , was Jobn Huſſe, Hierome of 
Prage, Martin Luther, and other godly Preachers, ſtirred 
vp and preſerued by Gods owne power, to oppoſe them- 
ſelues againſt the Pope, and to bring a new light, as it 
were, vnto the World. 

So were many godly Biſhops and Preachers ſaued and 
—— in Queene Maries raigne, from the rage of that 

oudy Bonner, and other cruell perſecuters. 

So was our renowned Queene Elizabeth ( worthy of 
laſting memory, very ſtrangely and miraculouſly ſaued 
and preſerued at that time, when ſhee had often written 
her one Epitaph, Tanquam Ons, with her owne hand. 

And to conclude (for of ſuch examples there is no end) 
who doth not ſee, and with all thankefulneſſe acknow- 
ledge, the bleſſed prouidenceof a gracious God, in pre- 
ſeruing King James, our moſt gracious Soueraigne, — 
danger of death, euen before he was borne (as his Maic- 
ſtie confeſſeth in his ſpeech to the Parliament) from the 
point of the Dagger, before he was our my , and from 
many moſt vile Treaſons and Treacheries hthence God 
gaue him vnto vs? (Not to name the Gunne-powder 
Treaſon for the horror thereof) and all this (doubtleſſe) 
if God make vs thankefull, for the everlaſting good of 
thoſe Churches and Kingdomes, ouer whom Gods only 
prouidence hath placed — whoſe grace guide him in 
all the pathes of pietie, and whoſe right hand ſhield him 
from all malignitie either of forraine or domeſticall foes. 

The vſe that muſt be made hereof, is this, that whether 
he be a King or a Prince, a Prieſt or a Prophet, or what- 
ſoeuer office wee haue either in Church or Common- 
B weale, 
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4 The praftice of Repentance. 
weale, we muſt know and acknowledge, that God hath 


aduancedeach one to this or that place, that dignitie or 
this honor, onely or chiefly for the glory of his owne 
name , and for the ſpeciall good of his Church and 
Children. 

And we muſt all know farther, that no man commeth 
into this world,by chance, but for ſome end and purpoſe, 
and that God doth ſet euery one his taske,allotting ſome 
ſpeciall dutie to euery one of his ſeruants, whereunto he 
ought ſpecially to attend. 

This point is not vnneceſſary to be vrged in theſe dayes: 
but I cannot ſtand to infiſt ypon it. Only this may be re- 
membred in particular, that becauſe our Prophet [eremie 
was ſpecially and extraordinarily choſen and ordayned 
of God to ſo great and hard a taske, as to be oppoſite to 
the whole world, as it were, therefore God did extraor- 
dinarily comfort and encourage him, as he did the reſt of 
his Prophets and Apoſtles; The ſame God, no doubr, it 
is , that tothis day doth, and for eucr will helpe and 
ſtrengthen the poore indeuours of all faithfull and paine- 
full Paſtors , that labour in the worke and Miniſterie of 
his Werd, for the increaſe of your faith, the end whereof 
is the ſaluation of our ſoules. 

And ſo much for the firſt circumſtance, who exhorteth, 
namely, Ieremie, a great Prophet of God, yet a man ſub. 
iect to many ſorrowes , and ſundry infirmities,as the beſt 
of Gods ſeruants euer haue beene , and euer ſhall be in 
this world. 

The ſecond circumſtance is, VVho they are that are 
exhorted. And I ſay, the people of Jeruſalem, all the in- 
habitants thereof, both King, Prieſt, and Pesple, none 
excepted. But the Prophet Jeremis ſaith, O Jernſalems- | 
I anſwere, it is a figuratiue ſpeech, vſuall in the Scripture, 
Continens pro contento, naming the Citie for the Citizens 
therein contayned. In the Goſpell it is ſaid, that all Ieru- 
ſalem went aut into the wilderneſſe, vnto Jobn Baptiſt, 
that is, the people of Iernſalem. And Chiiſt ＋ 
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o leraſalem, leruſalem, which killeft the Prophets, and flonef 
them that are ſent unto thee, 

Now we know, it was not the Citie , but the Gouer- 
nours of the Citie, the Kings,the Prieſts,and the People, 
that killed the Prophets, and afrerthatCunrsrm IR- 
s v 5 the Prince of Prophets. Therefore by Jeruſa- 
lem is meant the people of Ieruſalem, like as by the world 
is meant the things and people of the world. 

So then, it is the people of lern/alews that are here ex- 
horted to Repentance, notwithſtanding they were the 
peculiar people of God, and dwelt in the moſt famous 
Citie of the World. 

The leſſon that we may learne hereby is this, that no 

lace in the world can wp" any one from ſinne: for 
fad not Jeruſalem ſinned, and grieuouſly ſinned , they 
ſhould not haue needed exhortation to Repentance , nor 
reprehenſion for not repenting. 

Adam ſinned in Paradiſe, the Jenes ſinned at Jeruſa- 
km, the Pope ſinneth at Rome, the Hermites in the Wil- 
derneſſe, no change of place, but the gift of grace ſtayeth 
the coutſe of ſinne: all men haue ſinned at all times, and 
in all places. 8 

The vſes hereof may be : firſt, for reproofe againſt 
Pelagians and Semipelagians the Papiſts , which dreame I 
know not of what perfection, as though they had beene 
borne aboue the Moone, and had had no touch or taſte of 
Adam, ſinne and contagion : but this hereſie though it 
be ancient, needs no other confutation,then the common 
experience of all the world. 

Secondly, it may ſerue to teach ys all, to walke warily 
and circumſpectly in euery place, becauſe we can come in- 
to no place, but we ſhall meete with occaſions enow to 
entice vs vnto ſinne, which occaſions wee muſt auoide as 
much as poſſibly we may. 

A third vſe may teach all Paſtors and Preachers, to la- 
bour by all mcancs poſſible in this dutie, to convince the 
world of finne, as Chriſt exhorteth, whereſocuer 9 
placed. 1 I 
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The fourth vſe may be for Magiſtrates, to learnethem 
to looke well about them, to haue their eyes in euery cor- 
ner, to ſeeke and finde out the tract and haunt of ſinners, 
to puniſh ſinne ſeuerely, x hen and where it is found; leſt 
it be faid vnto them, They have berne the ſword in vaine. 
It was a ſage ſaying, Secke not to be in authoritie,except 
thou canſt mightily put downe ſinne; the Sword and the 
Word ſhould goe together in this dutie, 

A fifth vſe we might here inſert, that ſecing Ieruſalem 
it ſelfe, nor any other Church or Kingdome in the world, 
is free from ſinne, and the pureſt Churches that ever were, 
had their many imperfections; therefore none ſhould ſe- 
parate * themſelues from the ſocietie of the faithfull in a- 
ny Church, State, or Kingdome, where Chriſt his Goſpel 
is purely preached , his Sacraments rightly adminiſtred, 
and good diſcipline eſtabliſhed, for the puniſhment of 
ſinne. And this doctrine will fall hard vpon the conſcien- 
ces of Recufant Papiſis, that runne to Reme or Rhemes, as 
alſo vpon our Browniſts or Separatiſts whoſoeuer, that 
like Amſterdam better then England, haply becauſe it is 
berter and fitter for their purpoſes. And ſo much for the 
ſecond circumftance, 

The third circumſtance, and which is moſt materiall, 
and therefore hath neede moſt to be ſtood vpon, is, The 
matter or thing wherevnto they are exhorted, and that is 
(doubtleſſe) ynto Repentance, a point very much vrged, 
but coldly practized. 

Jobn Baptiſt be gan with this doctrine, & Chriſt the Son 
of God did ſecond him, ſaying, Repent : for the Kingdowe 
of heauen is at hand: repent and beleexe the Gefpell. This we 
know was alwayes the manner of the Prophets before 
that time, to call people to Repentance. And it was the 
firſt and chiefeſt point of doctrine, which the Apoſtles of 
Chrift were commanded by our Saujour to vrge after his 
Reſurtection, That Repent ance and Remiſſion of ſinnes ſhonld 
be preached in the name of IE s Vs, beginning at Jeruſalem : 
Where our Prophet eremie propheſied long time _ 
: ut 
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Bur if [oremies minde and purpole were to exhort the 
lewervnto Repentance,why doth he not vſe plaine words 
to perſwade thereunto ? 

I aaſwere, that this Metaphor of waſhing which our 
Prophet vſeth in this place, is farre more ſignificant, then 
if he had exhotted to Repearance in plaiue termes. For 
now, in ſtead of one word which he might haue vſed, 
namely, Repent, he vſeth ſuch wordes , whereby they are 
both exhorted to Repentance, and alſo taught how to re- 
pent, We will therefore conſider the wordes in particu- 
lar, and take them both for an exhortation, and as aglire- 
ion to Repentance : Only this one thing I would craue 
by the way of intreatie, that hereafter,in all this Sermon, 
you would not take theſe wordes of our Prophet any 
more as ſpoken to the /ewes, but directed vntq vs: for 
whatſocuer is written, you know, it is written for our 
learning. And as Ieruſalem, to whom this was firft ſpo- 
ken, was a type and figure of the Church of God, ſo 
doth this exhortation , Waſh thine heart from wickgdneſſe, 
belong to all Churches and Kingdomes, Cities & Coun- 
tries, Nations and People, to all (I ſay) in generall, and 
to euery one in particular; euery one hath neede to haue 
his heart waſhed and clenſed from wickedneſſe. 

So that now in this third circumſtance we muſt ſpeake 
of three things, 

Firſt, of waſhing, or clenſing. 

Secondly, of waſhing or clenſing of the heart. 

Thirdly, of vvaſhing or clenſing the heart from vvic- 
kedneſſe. 

And firſt, of vvaſhing or clenfing. 

This Metaphor of yyaſhing, as it is very ſignificant, ſo 
it is very vſuall among the Prophets. 

The Prophet Eſay,vvhen he had moſt ſharply reproued 
the ſame Nation of the ewes, calling the Princes there- 
of, the Princes of Sodom, and the People thereof, the 
People of Gomorrah, vpbrayding them that they were a 
finnefull Nation, a People laden vvich iniquitie, and cor- 
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rupt children, telling them plainely and peremptorily, 
that the whole head vvas ficke, and the vvhole heart vvas 
heauy, that from the ſole of the foote, to the crowne of 
the head, there vyas no yyhole part, but vvounds and 
{wellings and ſores of ſinne, full of corruption; and ſo 
proceedeth on with ſuch terrible menacings and threat- 
nings, as though the Lord had vtterly reieied them, and 
would neuer receiue Prayer or Oblation more at their 
hands; for it was a burthen yato him. Yeton a ſudden, 
the Prophet changeth his ſpeech, and exhorteth them to 
Repentance, with theſe like vvordes of our Text, 
Nast you, make you clraus, takg away the exill of your 
workes from before mine eyes , ceaſe to dos exill, learne to 
doe well, ſeeks iudgement, releene the oppreſſed, iudge the fa- 
therleſſe, and defend the widdow. 

Where-hence I obſerue, that waſhing and clenſing are 
fit vvordes to expreſſe the nature of true Repentance : 
which thing alſo vvas plainely ſignified , by the diuers 
vvaſhings in the Leuiticall Law: 2 ſuch indeede is the 
nature of ſinne, before it be truely repented of, that 
it maketh man more vgly in che 72 of God , then the 
fouleſt Leperin the vvorld can be in the fight of man. 

And indeede, to ſpeakeall in a vvord, ſinne is a ſpiri- 
tuall Leprofie ; and therefore if Naaman the Syrian had 
neede to vvaſh himſelfe ſeuen times in the floud of Jer- 
des, vvhich ſignifieth the River of Iudgement, before he 
could be clenſed from his bodily Leproſie, bow many 
times aboue ſeuentie times ſcuen times haue wee neede 
to be waſhed and clenſed from our ſpirituall Leproſie, 
which hath ſo taynted and ſoyled our __ and ſoules; 
that all the yyater in Jordas is not able to clenſe one 
ſoule from this diſeaſe of finne ; but only the bleſſed 
bloud ef our ſweet Saviour that was baptized in Jordan 
is it, that muſt clenſe ys from all finne ! x 

For this cauſe Chriſt the true Phyſician of our ſoules, 
did of his gracious goodneſſe cure and clenſe many Le- 


pers from the flch ef their bodies, that thereby he mighe 
Ee 
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make knowne to the world, that it is he onely which was 
appointed by God to bee to the purgator and clenſer of 
our ſoules, as Saint Jobs ſayth: The blond of (riff clen- 
ſeth vs from all unc. And the ſame Apoſtle, in the Reuela- 
tion, ſignifyeth vnto the ſeuen Churches, that it is Ieſus 
Chriſt which lowed vs and waſbed vs from eur ſinnes in hu 
blexd. This cleanfing and waſhing of our fins in the bloud 
of Chriſt, was prefigured in that bloud of the Paſchal 
Laube, wherewith the Doore poſtes of the children of Iſrael 
were ftricken ; «And alſo in the blond of thoſe ſacrifices, which 
Aaron was to ofer part of the blond whereof was to be put vpon 
the hornes of the Altar, with bis finger, andthe reſt of the 
blond to be powred on the foote of the Altar. 

Many ſuch Ceremonies , and prefigurations are euery 
where to be read in the old Teſtament, the truth and ſub- 
france whereef was accompliſhed in the new. There. 
fore Saint Auſten ſaide well, The new Teftament was 
wrapped vp in the olde, and the olde vnfolded in the new: 
All which are more plainely opened ynto vs by the Apo- 
ſtle in the Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, where he ſheweth, chat 
all things almoſt were by the Lame purged by blond, and with. 
out ſhrading of bloud was no remiſſion. And hee addeth fur. 
ther, that it was neceſſary that the ſimilitude of heauenty things 
foonld be purified by ſueb things, but that the heauenly things 
themſclues are purified with — ſacrifice: then theſe, 

Moreouer, I ſaack, who was readie to be ſacrificed, was 
a true figure of Chriſt, bhich was the ſubſtance that was 
facrificed for vs, being both Prieſt and ſacrifice, who of- 
fered himſelfe for our — vpon the Altar of the croſſe, 
his holy body, being the night before he ſuffered, waſhed 
all ouer with his owne moſt precious bloud , like as the 
high Prieſt was vſed to bee waſhed the night before hee 
came into Sancta Sanftorum. And his ſacred fide, when he 
hun g pon the Croſſe, to the very piercing of his harme- 
leſſe heart, was opened with a ſpeare or launce. Vt pateant 
viſcera per vuluera (faith Saint Auſten ſweetely) & ut 

foramina Corporis, pateant arc ana cord. That the bowels 
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of Chriſts loue might appeare in his wounds, and that the 
ſecret ſweetneſſe of his heart towards vs might be ſhewed 
foorth through the windows or holes of his body. 

Hence iſſued, ſaith the Scripture, both blowd water: 
bloud , becauſe without ſhedding of bloud there was no 
remiſſion; water, to fignifie the continuall waſhing of our 
ſinnes in the bloud of Chriſt, This that Jeſus Chrift, 

ſan h Sint Iohn, that came by water and bloudimot by water 
owely, but by water and bloud , and it is the Spirit that beareth 
witneſſe ; for the Spirit is truth. 

For there are three which beare record in haauen: The 
Father, the Word, and the holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one, 

And there are three which beare record inthe earth: The 
Spirit, and Water, and Bloud; aud theſe three agree in one, 

If wereveine the witneſſe of men, the witneſſe of God us 

eater ; for this is the witneſſe of God which hee teſtified of 
& Sonne: | | 

He that belteueth in the Sonne of God , bath thewineſſe in 
humſelfe , Hee that beleeneth not God, hath made him a yer, 
becauſe bee beleeneth not the recorde which God witneſſed of 
his Sonne. 

And this is the record, that God hath g iuen vnto vs eternal 
life, and this life is in his Sonne, > 

He that hath the Sonne of God, hath life, and he that hath 
not the Soune of God,hath not life. 

Here( belowed ) is life here us water of life offered unto vs. 
Ho, euer one that is at hinſt, came, ſaith the Evangelical Pro- 
phet, come buy without ſiluer (that will not the Pope doe, 
he will not ſell his pardons without ſiluer:) but the Pro- 
phet ſaith, Come by without money, without penn or pen- 
vie- worth. | 

Therefore it was that our Saujour himſelfe cried out 
in the laſt and great day of the feaſt, If avy man thirit, 
let him come vnto me and drin; And likewile faith vnto 
the woman of Samaria , If thow kneweſt the gift of God, 
and who it is that ſayeth vnto thee , Gine mee drinks, thou 
wouldeſt haue —— of bim, and hee would haue ginen 


thee 
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thee water of life. And in the laſt of the Reuelation, The Neuel.22. 17. 


Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come: and let him that heareth ſay, 
Come : and let him that is athirſt come; and whoſaener will, 
let him take of the water of Life freely, 

Now to make vie of all this; let vs call to remem. 
brance, what the Eunuch ſaith vnto Philip in the eight of 
the Act; See, faith he, here is water: What ſhould let me 
to be baptized ? Philip anſwered , If thou belecueſt with all 
thine heart, thou mayſt. 

So may you all ſay ynto me, beloued; Here you pro- 
poſe ynto vs Water, and here you propoſe vnto vs wa- 
ter of Life: What ſhould let, that wee ſhould not bee 
ſaued? 

I anſwere you all in generall, and euery one in parti- 
cular, out of my Text, If thow waſh thine heart from wie- 
kedneſſe, thou mayeſt be ſaued. 

Thou art a Chriſtian, and the badge of a Chriſtian is 
Baptiſme: As Water doth ſerue to waſh away the filth 
of thy body; ſo, the effect of Baptiſme is to waſh away 
the filth of thy ſoule. 

Thou art buried by Baptiſme, into the death of Chriſt, 
that like as Chriſt was rayſed vp by the glorie of the 
Father, ſo thou ſhouldeſt walke in newneſle of life. 
For ('briſt ( as St. Peter ſaith) hath once ſuffered for our 
finnes,the Iuſt, for the vninſt, to bring vs vnto Cod, and was 
put to death, as concerning the fleſh, but was quickned in the 
Spirit. By which Spirit he adio went and preached vnto the 
ſpirits that are in priſon , which were in time paſſed diſobe- 
dient, bes once the long ſuffering of God abode iu the dayei 
of Noab, while the Arbe was preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight ſoules , were ſaued in the water, To the which alſo the 
figure that now ſuueth vs, euen Baptiſme , agreeth ( not the 
putting away of the filth of the fleſh , but in that a good con- 
ſcience makgth requeſt to God) by thereſurreftionof Ix VS 
Cunr1sT: fromthe dead. 

By which alluſion of the Apoſtle, it is nothing ob- 
ſcure to be collected, that the water wherein Noab was 
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ſaued, the Red Sea, and after , the River Jordan, where- 
through the children of /ſ-aet paſſed, together with the 


two Prophets Elia and Eliſha, whom St. Cyprian compa. 


reth to Chriſt and Chriſtians, Elias to Cliriſt, Eliſba to 
Chriſtians, Alſo the Cloude which paſſed ouer the I, 
raelites inthe Wilderneſſe, The waſhing of Nuaman the 
Aſſrian, the Poole of Betheſda in leruſalem, theſe, all of 
them were types and figures of our Baptiſme, like as our 
Baptiſme is, and ſhould be vnto vs, a badge or token of 
our new Birth or Regeneration, that ſo, inthe water of 
true Repentance , we ſhould daily waſh our hearts from 
wickedneſſe. 

The which myſterie the Apoſtle Pau doth make more 
plaine vnto vs, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians and 
tenth Chapter, here ſpeaking of the Fathers liuing vn- 
der the old Law, he ſaith ,That they were all baptized wnto 
Aoyſes in the cloude and in the Sea , and did al eate the ſame 
fpirntnall meate , and did all drinke of the ſame ſpiritual 
drinke (meaning with vs Chriſtians :) For they dranke 
(faith he) of the ſpirituall Rocks which followed them, and 
that Rocke was ( brift, 

But as in many of theſe Iemes, God had no delight, ſo 
with many of vs Chriſtians that are baptized only, with 
the outward Water of Baptiſme, God is not pleaſed, be- 
cauſe together with the ſigne of Baptiſme , wee doe not 
care for the thing ſignified, that is, to waſh our hearts 
from —— | 

Saint Paul telleth vs, that Circumciſion vnto the Tewes, 
was nothing: but the beeping of the Commandements of God 
What then can Baptiſme be vnto vs Chriftians , but the 
waſhing away of our ſinnes in the bloud of Chriſt ? 
Which thing we ſhall doe, it we truely repent, and be- 
leeue the Goſpell, and bring forth fruits worthy of Re- 
pentance ; daily and hourely labouring to waſh our 
hearts from wickedneſſe; As Dauid waſhed his Couch 
with weepings, and as Mary Magdalen waſhed the 
feete of Chriſt with her teares ; which was a true token 
of her vnfayned repentance, And 
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And thus much haue I ſpoken concerning waſhing or 
cleanſing. 

Next, we muſt conſider, what muſt be waſhed, name- 
ly, our hearts, Cor pro anima & ſenſu, acceptum, As the 
Prophet Joel ſaith, Rent your hearts, and not your garments: 

So ſaith leremie here; Waſh jonr hearts and net your 
clothes. 

And a little before in this Chapter, he ſaith, Breake vp 
the fallow ground, and ſow not among thornes , be circumci- 
ſed to the Lord, and take away the foreskm of your hearts, 

The heart of Man, as {ome thinke, is the ſeate of the 
ſoule. And true Repentance indeed muſt be from the 
heart and ſoule; therefore God craueth that chiefely, 
My ſonne, gine me thine heart. 

But — the heart or the braine of man be the 
ſeate of the ſoule , we will not diſpute; ſure I am, now 
the heart of man is the ſinke of ſinne, as our Sauiour 
faith, Out of the heart proceede euill thoughts, Adultories, 
Fornications, Murther , and the ret. And God himſelfe 
who is the true K, e, and onely ſearcher of the 
heart, pronounceth, that the heart of man is euill continually. 
And our Prophet in another place affirmeth, that the heart 
of man is deceitfull of all other things : who can finde it out? 
there are ſo many concauities and hollow places in the 
heart, ſo many hidings,and ſo many turnings,that it hath 
neede of a great deale of skill and care to cleanſe and 
waſh the ſame, and much filth is left behinde in ſecret fol- 
dings, which we know not of: Inſomuch that he muſt be 
a very wiſe, carefull, and diligent Man, that can finde out 
but euen the corruption of his owne heart. 

Hence is it that there are ſo many Hypocrites in the 
world, that hiding many foule and ſecret ſinnes in their 
hearts, can yet make ſhew to the world, that they are ve- 
ry holy and religious. Many men there are that defire to 
be taken for godly and faithfull men; yet the queſtion 
may ſtill be demanded, Where ſhall one finde a faithfull 
man? ſuch a one as Nathaniel was: euen à true Iſraclite, 
in whom there is no guile. C 2 Its 
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Ieremie is commanded in the next Chapter to our Text, 
to runne too and fro bythe ſtreets of Ieruſalem, and to enquire 
inthe open places of the ſame, if be can finde a man that exe- 
cuteth iudgement, and ſpeaketh the truth from his heart, that 
God might ſpare that Citie to puniſh it. 

And in the two and twentieth Chapter of Ezechiel, 
God complayneth, that he ſought for a man among them, that 
ſhould make vp the hedge, and fland in the gap betwixt him 
and the Land, that he might not deſiroy the ſame , but could 
find none There fore, ſaith the Lord, haue I powred out mine in- 
dignation vpon them, and conſumed them with the fire of my 
wrath their owne wayes haue 1 rendred vpon their owne pates, 
ſaith the Lord, 

And it is greatly to be feared , how we ſhould fare, if 
the Lord ſhould looke downe from heauen vpon vs, that 
liue in this laſt age of the world, as he did vpon the old 
world a little before he deſtroyed it, to ſee the greatneſſe 
of the wickedneſſe of men ypon the earth, and that all 
the,imaginations of mans heart are euill continually, 

And who knoweth whether the Lord be ready to come 
out from heauen, or to ſend his Angels ( becauſe the fins 
of our Land ate exceeding gricuous, and the crie thereof 
very great) to inquire whether we haue done altogether 
according to the crie that is euen aſcended to the hea- 
uens, or no? 

Let vs therefore (beloued) if we will hane any care to 
preuent the fierce wrath of the Lord, which is readie to 
fall ypon vs, returne ſpeedily vnto the Lord by true and 
ynfayned Repentance; or to vſe the wordes of our Text, 
Let vs waſh our hearts from wickedneſſe , that we may be 

aued. 
j But Chrift ſaith unto Peter, He that is waſhed , needeth 
not ſane to waſh his feete, 

I anſwere, that by feete there, is meant all our filthy 
affections, which proceede from the heart of man: there- 
fore with Chriſt, to waſh our fecte, and with leremie, t 
waſh our hearts from wichedneſſe, is all one. 


The 


The praffice of Repentance: 15 
The lewes , about the time our Prophet preached this, 
and after ward, were very ceremonious and ſuperſtitious 
too in their waſhings ; they thought and perſwaded 
themſelues, if they did or could obſerue the outward 
rites or cuſtomes of their Fathers, touching their erernall 
cleanſings and waſhings, it was well enough, nay rather 
very well. But Jeremie here wiſheth them to waſh their 
hearts, becauſe they drew weere vnto God wit htheir menthes, gſey 29.13, 
but their hearts were ſarre from him. 
Our Sauiour himſelfe reproueth theſe Jewes very ſharp- Matth.:3. 
ly, as we reade in the Goſpel , for this their — 
or that they were ouer-carefull to make cleane the vt- 
ter· ſide of the cup and platter, but their hearts were full 
of all rauening and wickedneſſe. Therefore wiſedome 
willeth vs to conlecrate our hearts ynto God. Not that 
God wil not haue the hand as wel as the heart, the worke 
as well as the vvill, the body as well as the ſoule, and all 
the members and faculties both of body and ſoule fan. 
Qified vnto his ſeruice : As St. Paul exhorteth, to gime our 
bodies a liuely ſacrifice vnto God: but becauſe the heart is 
the chiefeſt part, and the fountayne from whence all our 
thoughts, wordes, and workes doe ariſe : therefore the 
heart muſt firſt be waſhed and cleanſed, purified by faith 
in a good conſcience, to ſerue the living God: For if the 
fountayne be foule, the waters that iſſue from it, cannot 
be cleane. And as St. Auſten ſaith well, Deus mages cor- 
dis intentionem,quam attum operations intendit : God doth 
more reſpe& the intention of the heart , then the opera- 
tion of the worke whatſocuer. Man iudgeth according 
to the outward appearance, but God ſeeth the heart. For 
he is the only ſearcher of the hearts and reynes. All things 
are naked before him, Can any hide himſelfe in ſecret places, leremaz aas. 
faith the Lord? He vnderſtandeth all thy pathes, yea e- 
uen thy priuy pathes of pride, of diſſimulation, of diſ- 
dayning thy brother, of fornication, of couetouſneſſe, 
of briberie, theft, extortion, and the like, though acted 
by thee neuer ſo ſecretly, God ſav; and diſcouered A- 
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chansvyedge of gold, though hid in his Tent; God ſaw 
eAchab ficke at the heart for Naboths Vineyard : God 
ſaw Geheſies heart, and made Eliſba to ſee him alſo ,Did 
nos my heart go with thee, ſaith the Prophet? that is, did not 

I ſee thee, when thouranneſt after Naaman for a bribe ? 
God grant we haue not among vs too many Achans, 
too may eAchabs, too many Geheſes, that couer many 
foulc ſinnes, vnder their gownes or cloakes of hypocriſie, 
that make a goodly ſhew to the world that they are god- 
ly, but their — are full of wickedneſſe; that waſh their 
hands cleane euery day, but their hearts ſcarce once in the 
yeere, ſcarce once by their liues, with the water of true re- 
entance: yet ſtill my text ſaith, Maſb thine heart from wic 
dneſſe, Waſh thine heart, If Pilate had waſhed his heart, 
as cleane as he waſhed his handes , he would neuer haue 
condemned an Innocent to death, for feare of the people. 
The feare of man chaſed away the feate of God, as the 
8 Wiſeman ſaith: contrarywiſe, As the face of the King cha- 
ſeth away endl from his Throne, ſo the fears of God driueth ont 

wickedneſſe from the heart of man. 

Uſe. The vſe of all this is, to haue God and his feare alwayes 
before our eyes, ſo that what ſinne ſocuer we are tempted 
to commit, wee may ſay with godly Joſeph, How ſhall I 
commit t bis Dera he ſo ſinne againſt God ? Therefore 
the Scripture ſayth, Bleſſed is he that feareth alwayes, The 
wicked, all their care is to hide their ſinne from man; but 
the godly deſire alwaies to haue a good conſcience before 
God. I will conclude therefore this point with a fingular 
Auften, ſentence of Saint Auſten, fitting for this purpoſe : — 
hoc dilig enter conſidero, Domine Deus mens, terribilis & for- 
tis: When I conſider this matter well, ( namely how God 
looketh into the inmoſt intention ofour hearts) O Lord 
God ( ſaith he) fearefull and terrible , Timore pariter, c 
ing ent i rubors confundor :I am ( ſayth hee) with feare and 
ſhame confounded, quoniam nobis magna eſt indita _ 
tas inſte refleg, — : becauſe there is ſo great neceſſitie 
laid ypon vs to liue rightly and iuſtly, qui aunſta facimuu 
ants 
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ante oculos Iudicis cunttacernems: : ſeeing whatſoeuer wee 
doe, or intend to doe, we doe the ſame before the eyes of 
our Iudge which ſeeth all things, 

And ſo much alſo for the ſecond circumſtance : the 
waſhing of the heart. 

The third followeth to bee conſidered; From what we 
muſt waſh or cleanſe the heart, namely, from Wicked- 
neſſe. I ttuſt I ſhall not neede to inlarge my ſpeech very 
muc:.ypon this point, ſeeing all our ſpeech hitherunto 
hath aymed at this, to teach vs ts waſh our heartes from 
Wickedneſſe, 

By wickedneſſe is meant in this place all ſinne and vn- 
godlineſſe whatſocuer , that lyeth lurking in the heart of 
man, The Word which our Prophet vſeth, is Ragnah, 
which may ſignifie malum, malitia, or ira; Wrath, malice, 
or any wickedneſſe whatſoeuer, and ſo it is diuerſly tranſ- 
lated, Montanus faith, Laua: N ide, a malitia cor 
tuum ; Waſh thine heart from malice. Hierome and others 
ſay, Laua a mals cor twum , that is, Waſh thine heart from 
euill. And agreeable to both is our tranſlation, Yaſh thine 
heart from W.ckedneſſe, from malice : Whereby the Fathers 
are wont to meane the malignitie or poyſon of finne;how- 
beit, as I ſayd before, it may be taken for all ſinne and ini- 
quitie whatſoeuer ; yet becauſe nothing doth poyſon the 
heart of man more then malice and enuie, therefore Saint 
Paul faith , But now put you away alltheſe things, wrath au- 
ger crying and exill ſpeaking farre from you with allmaliciouſ- 
neſſe. And Saint Peter likewiſe exhotteth ton aſide all ma- 
liciouſueſſe, and all guile, and all diſſimul ation, and all enuie, and 
all cuil ſpeaking, and as new boyne habes, to deſire the ſincere 
milks of the Word, that wee might growe thereby ynto euer- 
laſting life. 

The ſumme of all is, and this is the vſe that weomuſt 
make of this point, as of the whole exhortation, to teach 
vs, that wee muſt make a conſcience of euery ſinne, and 
waſh our hearts by Faith and true Repentance, from all 


vngodlineſſe, not from one ſinne, ot ſome ſinnes, but _ 
| | | a 
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all ſinne, as Dauid ſaith, I haue turned my feete from enery e- 
vil ray, aud all falſe wayes I utterly abhorre.Diſſimulatio pec- 
catum, to diſſemble with man is a ſinne: to equiuocate, as 
Papiſts doin matters of Religion, is a double ſinzbut there 
is no mocking with God: Nen boni nec tutum eſt ludere cum 
Sanctus: there is no dallying with Saints. Vet herein the 
moſt part of common Chriftians deceiue themſelues, thin- 
king that God is well pleaſed with 3 & beholging 
to them too, if they can containe themſelues withi. the 
liſts or compaſſe of common Chriſtians. 

Some are of opinion, that if they frequent publike 
prayers, heare Sermons now and then, when they can at- 
tend them, receiue the Sacrament once or twice a yeere 
at the moſt, though otherwiſe they bee giuen to many 
foule vices, as Swearing, Drinking, Whoring, Rayling, 
and the like; that then they may be taken indeed for good 
Chriſtians ; notwithſtanding they are as farre from the 
purity of the Goſpel , as Popiſh Recuſants are from com- 
ming to the Church, 

Others are of opinion, that if they can giue themſelues 
but leyſure, eithet from their profits or pleaſures, to heare 
Sermons(if at leaſt the Preacher pleaſe them) though they 
neuer come to Prayers, they can couer their couetouſnes, 
and many other finnes ynder that mantle. | 

To be ſhort, I fearethere be few living,which haue not 
ſome Darling ſinne or other, which they both couer and 
cocker: wherein they flatter themſelues, euen to the be- 
guiling of their owne ſoules. Let euery one therefore ex- 
amine well hisowne heart, as the Apoſtle exhorteth, and 
be a ſeuere officer in his owne houſe, leauing no corner vn- 
ſcarched,and ſo labour by all meanes poſſible, to waſh and 
cleanſe his ovvne heart from Wickedneſſe. | 

But heere may be obiected, that as it is not in man (as 
our Prophet ſaith elſevvhere) to ditect his ovvne vvaies: 
So is it not in man, to vvaſh or cleanſe his ovyn heart from 
vvickednes though he waſs himſelfe with Nytre, & take vnto 
him ſolfe much ſope, to vſe the vvords of the Prophet, in the 
ſecond Chapter of this propheſie. I an- 
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Ianſwere by a diſtinction, that man muſt bee eonſide- 
red either as he is regenerate, or not regenerate; as hee is 
yaregenerate, he can dee nothing in the worke of grace 
but indeed as he is Regenerate, he is not altogether paſſiue 
in the workes of grace, as mortification , — — 
and the like; but actiue alſo and working together with 
Gods grace, who hauing renewed our wills, doth will 
vs and command ys to repent, to conuert, to turne, to 
worke out our ſaluation, to waſh our hearts from wic- 
kednefle, and the like; and yet this doctrine is ſo farre 
from Poperie, as Poperie is from puritie or veritie it ſelfe; 
howbeit we muſt know, that euen this our working with 
God, is a ſpeciall worke of Gods Spirit working with vs 

and in vs, the great worke of our Regeneration, Therefore 
let Prayer and Repentance euer goe together; by true Re- 
pentance we muſt turne tothe Lord , by Prayer we muſt 
crauc grace to returne. 

For this cauſe therefore,though our Prophet in the be- 
ginning ofthis fourth chapter exhort Iſraei to returne vn- 
to the Lord, yet after, hee betaketh himſelfe vnto prayer, 
ſaying , Turne thow vs, good Lord, and wee ſhall bee turned; 
conuert thow vi, good Lord and we ſhall be conuertad. There- 
fore godly Dauid purpoling true repentance, betaketh 
himſelfe to earneſt prayer, ſaying, Haus mercie vpon me, O 
God, according to thy lowing kindneſſe, according to the multi- 
tude of thy compaſſion , put away mine iniquitie, Waſh mee 
throughly from mine iniquities,and cleanſe me from my finne. 
Purge me with Hyſope, and I ſpall be cleane, waſh me, and I 

Fall be whiter then ſnow. Create in me a cleane heart, O God, 
and renew à right ſpirit within me. 

Heere beloued , is a perfe&patterne for all poore Pe- 
nitents , that ſobbe and ſigh for their ſinnes: to exhort 
them to often zealous and faithfull Prayer, which pre- 
uayleth cuen with God, alſo to teach vs to whom we muſt 
direct our Prayers, namely, to the Lord onely, and not to 
Saint or Angel,as Popery W true Religion = 

chet 
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cheth, but true Religion teacheth vs otherwiſe to pray to 
God, as Dauid did, to waſh vs throughly from our iniqui- 
ties, and to clenſe vs from all out ſinnes: To purge vs with 
byſſope, with which the bloud of the Paſchal Lambe was 
ſprinkled, which muſt put vs in minde cf the bloud of 
Chriſt , which clenſeth vs from all finne, Then ſhall wee 
heare of Toy and gladneſſe, when our hearts are bruiſed 
and broken for our ſinnes; for 4 broken and acontrite heart 
God doth not d:ſþiſe. * | 

Therefore let vs ſecke the Lord by faith and vnfayned 
Repentance,wpiles he may be found; let ys call vpon him 
by inſtant and hearty prayer, while hee is neere; let the 
wicked forſake his wayes ,and the vnrighteous his owne 
imaginations, and returne vnto the Lord, and he will haue 
mercie vpon vs, and to our God; for hee is very ready to 
forgiue. In a word; let vs all pray the Lord to waſh aur 
hearts from wickedneſſe, that we may be ſaued. 

And here I might very well end this part alſo, ſauing 
that there is one Maine point of doctrine more to be cõſi- 
dered,which is,that as it is not ſufficient for a man to ceaſe 

from cuill, as Eſay ſpeaketh, but hee muſt alſo doe good: ſo it 
is not ſufficient for vs to pray the Lord to waſh our hearts 

from wickedneſſe,but alſo we muſt pray the Lord to fill our 
hearts againe with grace and goodneſſe: for that nullum 
vacuum inPhiloſophie doth hold alſo in this point of Di- 
uinitie: new wine muſt be put into new veſlels, they muſt 

not be left emptie. 

Therefore when Dauid hath prayed Go p to create 
a new heart within him, he alſo prayeth to be renewed, 

that is, that his heart may be filled with a right ſpirit, 

that the ſpirit of ſinne and wickedneſſe being expelled, 
his heart may be filled with grace and goodneſſe; For the 

ſpirit of wickedneſſe may depart from a man for a time, but 

if the heart bee not preſently ſupplied with the good Spi- 

rit of grace, the wicked ſpirit will quickgly turne backs agame 

(as our Saujour teacheth vs) and enter into that =— 

enen 
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ſeuen worſe ſpirits then himſelfe, and ſo the end of that man 
ſhall be worſe then the beginning, 

Therefore I ſay, this point muſt diligently be obſerued: 
vve muſt not thinke our ſelues fare , when wee haue but 
begun to leaue vvickedneſſe, though, I confeſle, that is a 
good beginning of goodneſſe. And dimidium facti, qui 
bene cæpit, habet: He is halfe the way, vvho hath well be- 
gun. Bur we muſt alſo apply our hearts, our ſoules, and 
our mindes vnto goodneſle , and pray the Lord to reple- 
niſh our hearts with faith and grace: for it z 4 good thing, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, that the heart be ſtabliſhed with grace: 
With ſauing grace for ſinnes paſſed, With preventing 
grace for ſinnes preſent , With preſeruing grace for time 
to come. This vvas that, good St. eAnſten prayed for, 
when he ſaid, Sanctiſica cor meum, vas tu um, euacua a ma- 
lit ia, imple de gratia: O Lord, ſaith he, ſanctifie thy veſſell 
of my heart, but firſt emprie the ſame from all malicious 
vvickedneſſe, and then preſently fill it yvith all grace and 
goodneſſe. And the ſame S. Auſten hath a briefe and fine 
diſcourſe of the filling and faſt binding of this veſſell of 
mans heart, alluding to the Parable of our Sauiour, of 
new and old veſſells, ſaying, Quando vinum noumm in v- 
tres nouas ponitur, cauendum eſt primum , vt corda munda- 
rentur, ne infuſum pollueretur, & poſtea vt ligarentur,, ne 
infuſum amitteretur. In vvhich wordes that holy Father 
doth warne and admoniſh vs of two things; The firſt, a- 
greeing vvith our Text, that we haue care to vvaſh and 
cleanſe the veſſells of our hearts, before the new Wine of 
Gods grace be powred into them; and yeeldeth the rea- 
ſon, ne infuſum pollueretur, leſt that vvhich be powredin, 
be polluted: Afterwards giueth like counſell, that when 
the new Wine of Gods grace is infuſed into the veſſells 
of our cleanſed hearts, that then we take care for the ſafe 
keeping and preſeruing of the ſame; and yeeldeth like- 
vviſe the — — ve infuſum amitteret ur, leſt thoſe 
graces ſhould be loſt againe; and preſently ſheweth the 
vſe both of this — and faſt binding vp of theſe 

D 2 veſſells 
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veſſells of our hearts, vt mwndarentur 4 gawdio iniquitatis, 
that they may be freed from that ſinne ot reioycing in ini. 
quitie, & vt ligarentur 4 gandio vanitatis, and that they 
may be preſerued from the delights of vanitie. And ma- 
king this difference between reioycing in iniquitie, and 
delighting in vanicie faith, that gaudium iniquitatis polinit, 
& gaudium vanitatts effundit : the ioy of iniquitie doth 
defile and pollute that good liquor which is in the veſſell 
of the heart, but the ioy of yanitie doth make it runne o- 
uer. Againe, he ſaith, that gaudium iniquitatis reddit vas 
ſerdidum, & Qgaudium vanitatis facit rimoſum : The ioy of 
iniquitie doth ſoile the veſſells of our hearts with ſinne, 
and the ioy of vanitie doth make them crany or chinkey, 
readie and capable to be ſoyled with ſinne. 

Laſt of all, this good Father ſheweth the naturall pro- 
pertie both of the one, and the other, when he ſaith, that 
gaudium iniquitatis eſt, cum peccatum diligitur, & gaudium 
vauitatis eſt , cum tranſitoria amantur: That is ioy of ini- 
quitie, when we reioyce in ſinne, and that is ioy of va- 
nitie, when we ſet our hearts ypon things vaine and tran» 
ſitorie that ſoone fade away. | 

Thereforethe concluſion may be, 2ne tranſitoria ſunt, 
proculdubio amanda non ſunt: Things vaine and tranſitorie 
are neuer to be beloued. For which cauſe S. John ſaith, 
Lowe not this world, nor the things of this world, for whoſoeuer 
loueth this world, the laue of the Father u not in him. 

And indeede hinc lachrymæ: here is the woe of all: ma- 
ny can be content to renounce the joy of iniquitie, but 
few there are living vpon earth, which take not pleaſure 
in vanitie more then is fitting; one in one kinde of vani- 
tie, another in another kinde of yanitie; ſo vaine a thing 
is man, ſo vaine is euery man; ſo full of yanitie is euery 
thing, that it made Salomon the wiſeſt of all men to cry 
out, Vanitas vanitutam, Vanitie of V anitie, all meere vanitie, 
and vexation of ſpirit, 

Our honors, our riches, out ſports or pleaſures, that are 
not well ſeaſoned with the ſalt of Gods grace, are all but 

. = vanitie 
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yanitic and yexation of minde; from theſe little pollu- 
tions (as we thinke) the beſt of vs all haue great neede to 
haue our hearts waſhed, cleanſed and purged, together 
cum magna comitante caterua, With an innumerable com- 
pany of our ſecret ſinnes, which neuer come within the 
compaſſe of our knowledge to be repented of. 

And if euery one haue neede to pray with Dauid, that 
the Lord would forgive vs our” ſecret ſinnes, how much more 
neede haue we to pray the Lord of Lords to waſh our 
hearts,our tongues,our hands,our thoughts, our wordes, 
our workes, being ſo groſly polluted and defiled with all 
manner of ſinne and pollutions ! And thus much for the 
Exhortation, Waſh thine heart from wickzdneſſe : wherein if 
any ſhall thinke I haue beene too long and tedious, let 
him know, if ſo long time neede to be ſpent only in ex- 
borting to ſuch a buſineſſe ; how much time had we need 
to ſpend to act and performe the ſame rightly and reli- 
giouſly as we ought to doe 

Now come we to the reaſon, why we ſhould waſh our 
hearts from wickedneſſe ? Which is in a word, that we 
may be ſaued. A reaſon of all reaſons to be regarded: for 
what ſhould it gaine vn to win the whole world, c And that 
we may the better conſider of it, let vs obſerue from 
thence theſe three points, - 

Firſt, the great patience, mercy and loue of God to- 
wards vs, in wayting for gur Repentance, that we might 
be ſaued. . 

Secondly, the care of all. good Paſtors in all Ages to 
exhort Gods people to repentance , that they may be 
ſaued. 

Thirdly , we may here · hence collect and plainely con- 
clude, that except we repent, we cannot be ſaued, - 

Of thele three particulars as briefly, as I may, and as 
the Lord ſhall inable me with his grace. 

Touching the firſt, To what thing elſe may we aſcribe 
this ſo long forbearance of puniſhment, for our ſo mani- 
fold tranſgreſſions , but to the long patience. and meere 
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mercy of our ſo good and gracious a God? fortheearth 
is wearie to beare the burden of our ſinnes, the heauens 
are aſhamed of them, and the Angels of glorie bluſh to 
behold them : Only God in his mercy,and for his Sonnes 
ſake, turneth the face or edge of his iuſtice from them, 
that ſo we might repent and be ſaued, 

Bur finfull man, which either cannotor will not repent, 
heapeth ſinne vpon ſinne, to his ownedeftruction, Where- 
of S. Paul giueth good warning, in the ſecond to the Ro- 
manes, aduiſing that we houls not deſpiſe the riches of 
Gods bountifulneſſe,and patience, and long ſufferance(v- 
fing ſo many wordes to expteſſe Gods loue towards vs) 
adding that this bountifulneſſe of God ſhould leade ys 
to repentance. | 

But thou, ſaith the Apoſtle (ſpeaking to ſuch deſpiſers 
of Gods mercies) after the hardneſſe and heart which cannot 
repent, he apeſt vnto thy ſelfe wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
and declaration of the tuft [ndgement of God, And S. Peter 
faith likewiſe, That the Lords not flacke concerning his pro- 
miſe of comming to Ind# ement : but is patient toward vs, and 
would haue no man to periſh, but would haue all men to come 
vnto repentance: for it is not mans merit, but of Gods mer- 
cy, that we are not daily conſumed in our ſinnes, and as 
Eſay ſaith, Except the Lordof Hoſts had reſerned a remnant, 
we ſhould haue beene as Sodom, and hke unto Gomorrah, 
Whereby we are alſo taught, that the wicked are often- 
times ſpared from puniſhment for the Godlies ſake; for 
Sodom it ſelfe ſhould not haue beene deftroyed, if there 
could haue been but ten godly perſons found in it. There- 
fore the Prophet Ieremie is willed, as we heard before, to 
runne to and fro by the ſtreets of Ieruſalem, and to inquire in 
the open places thereof if he could finde a man. And God him- 
ſelfe complayneth in Ezechiel, that he could not finde a 
man. Wherein appeareth the infinite patience and mercy 
of God towards vs, in expecting our repentance, and 
ſtaying his hand from puniſhin , as long as poſſible may 
be. The vſe of this point may 4 1 
0 
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To teach vs to be thankefull vnto God for this mercy, 
who wayteth daily for our conuerſion, and to praiſe him 

coatiaually for the ſame; for if we be finnefull and vn- 
th inkefull too, then wo, wo be yato vs. r 

To teach vs to loue heartily and to make much of ſuch 
as feare the Lord; for it is for the godlies ſake many times 

that a whole Citie or Countrie is ſaued and preſerued: and 
when the godly Magiſtrates or Miniſters are taken away, 
it is a fearefull ſigne ſome imminent danger may inſue : 
for Aaron and Moyes may preuaile more in the Lords 
warres with feruent prayers, then the people with all their 
Pikes. Therefore E/ay complayned not without cauſe, 
That good men periſbid, though he knew they were taken 
away from the euill to come. 

Yea, Dauid himſelfe cryed out for helpe to God, when 

odly men were diminiſhed from the earth ; therefore I 

ſay till, if thou canſt not thy ſelfe attayne to be ſo godly 

as thou deſireſt, yet pray heartily , and praiſe God conti- 

nually for them that ate godly; for God harkeneth, and 

is attentiue to their prayers, as Malachy ſpeaketh. And 

we know that S. James faith , The prayer of one rightcous 
m in auayleth much, if it be feruent. 

The laſt vſe muſt be to teach vs, to call our ſelues to a 
reckoning , how long God hath with-holden his iudge- 
ments from vs for any ſinne; which long lance haply we 
haue iuſtly deſerued to be powre1l vpon vs, euery man is 
Conſcius ſibi , beſt knowne to himſelfe: therefore follow- 
ing the counſell of S. Pal, Let euerj one examine himclfe 
for his one ſins, and let him doe this buſineſſe through. 
ly as he ought to doe, and he ſhall finde little leiſure to 
prie into othet mens faults , which is the fault of all the 
World. 

O deare Chriſtians ! if this courſe of examination 
mig be preſently put in practice without fauour or affe- 
tion to our ſelues, hat a crying of conſciences would 

thece he among vs, ſeeing they are priuie to all our faults? 
yea, our owne ſoules would exclaime againſt our owne 


bodies, 
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bodies, and againſt every member and facultie thereof, 
One would crie out, Oh my head, for ctaftineſſe; ano- 
ther, O my heart, for couctouſnefle; another, Oh my 
throate, for drunkenneſſe; another, Oh my belly, for 
beaſtlineſte; another, Oh my tongue, for blaſphemic ; 
another, Oh mine eyes, for adultetie; another, Oh my 
hands, for briberie; another, Oh what ſhall become of 


my poore ſoule, foryſurie : To ſpeake nothing of Envie, 


Malice, Pride, Theft, Murther;and Trecherie,with an in- 
numerable multitude of all ſinnes, which, like a great 
floud , haue ouer-flowne all our Countrie , of all which 
ſinnes we may, I feare me, too tootruely ſay, as the yon 
man did in the Goſpell, though in another ſenſe, All bels 
ſinnes haue we commited from our youth: and it is only 
of Gods mercy that we haue not beene conſumed in them 
and for them long ſithence. Therefore if there be any 
ſparke of grace left within vs, if there be any feare of 
Gods judgements, if any dread of hell torments, let vs 
now turne ynto the Lord by true & ynfayned repentance, 
for the quieting of our conſciences in this life, and for the 
ſauing of eur poore ſoules in the life ro come, 

And ſo much for the firſt point I obſerued, That it is of 
Gods infinite patience and mercy towards vs, that he hath 


ſo long expected our Repentance,that we might be ſaued. 


The ſecond point I obſerued, was, The care that all 
good Prophets and Paſtors haue, to exhort vs to Repen- 
rance for the ſaluation of our ſoules. But ypon this point 
there is no need to ſtand long. Noah and all the Patriarks, 
Samuel and all the Prophets, CAI T Issvs 2nd all 
his Apoſtles, all their whole care and trauaile was, to call 
people to Repentance. John Baptiff began with this do- 
ctrine, Repent, and beleene the Goſpell, Cu R151 IIS v; 
the Sonne of God did the ſame; Repour, for the Kingdowe 
of God is at hand, And after Chriſt his reſurtection, he cõ- 
manded his Apoſtles, and all good Preachers, to publiſh 
the vertue of his Death and Reſurrection, to this end, as 


Luis reporteth it, That Repentance and rewiſſien of ſomes 
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Should be preached in his name among all N ations, beginning 
at aal; euen the ſame Ieruſalem, though — the 
ſame people, which our Prophet [eremie exhorteth here 
to waſb their hearts from wickedneſſe, that they may be ſaned: 
And elſewhere he ſaith, Be infruited, O Iernſalem,cc, 

The vſe of this point may be firſt to teach all Paſtors 
and Preachers , not to thinke it any diſgrace vnto them, 
though they do not alwaies ſoare of high vpon the wings 
of ſpeculatiue Diuinjgie , garniſhed with plumes of Re- 
thoricke and PhiloPhiz (though either of them-may 
well attend on — but ſometimes, if not often- 
times to touch vpon the point of Repentance; for the 

reaching of that doctrine, did neuer that I reade of, 
Grade any Schiſme in the Church of Chriſt: Mens hearts 
rather then Chriſt his coate, will be rent in pieces by the 
preaching of Repentance. / 

And ond vic may be here, to warne all people to 
expect and defire no doctrine rather from the mouth of 
the Preacher, then the preaching of Repentance, though 
I grant, ſuch Preachers are called the playne Preachers 
now · adayes; and indeede they that preach the doctrine 
of Repentance well, had neede be playne, that is, haue 
no need to ſpare any Perſons or Profeſſors, nor to colour 
or couer any vices whatſocuer. But it is not to heare ſuch 
playne preaching, chat all people flocke ſo much to Sex- 
mons in this Age; but it is either to heare newes, or no- 
uelties, or invectiues, that makes many people to preſſe 
ſo neere this place. But beloued Chriſtian, one thing is 
neceſſary, namely, the ſaluation of thy ſoule; and no do- 
Arine more neceſſary for the ſauing of ſoules, then the 
preaching of Repentance. And ſo come we now to the 
third point lately propoſed; that is, Though there be ne- 
uer fo much preaching of Repentance, except we repent 
with it, and by it, we cannot be ſaued. | 

The ſaying of our Sauiour is right well knowne , Ex- 
cept yes repent, yee ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

Noah preached a long time to the old World, 1 a 
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doubt) earneſtly perſwaded people to Repentance; but it 
was not Noab- — Ln ſaue the world from 
drowning, becauſe they repented not. 

The like may be ſaid of Sodom and Gomorrah,where 
Lot doubtleſſe gaue many good leſſons of Repentance ; 
but that did not preuaile with them: therefore were they 
fearefully deſtroyed with fire from heauen. 

Now as it was inthe dayes of Naab, ſo is it come to 
paſſe in this laſt Age of the world as Chriſt foretold) 
there is now muc þ and calling of people to 
Repentance, but the not practiſing thereof is ill the 
cauſe, that ſo few are ſaued; for except we repent , we 
cannot be ſaued, | 

It was the preaching of Saint Petey , that pricked the 
peoples hearts in the . of the Ads, and made them 
to crie out, What ſuall we doe, meaning, what (ball we doe 
to be ſaued 

Then Peter ſaid vnto them, Repent, and be baptized e- 
uery one of you, in the name of leſus Chriſt , for the remiſſion 
7 your ſiunes; for without repentance there is no remiſ- 

on of ſinnes, and without remiſſion of ſiunes there is no 
ſaluation. 

Further, this muſt be noted by the way, that when we 
vrge Repentance, as chiefly neceſſary to — we ex- 
clude not faith and good workes; for true Repentance is 
the Child of Faith; and good Workes are both the fruits 
of Faith, and the true tokens of Repentance. Therefore 
Tobn Baptiſt preaching way rn to the people, did bid 
them to bring forth the fruits of Repentance , becauſe 
each tree is knowne by his fruit, 

And when the Iaylor demanded of Paul and Sylu, 
What he ſhould dos to be ſaned? They ſaid ynto him, Beleene 
in the Lord Jeſus, and thow ſhalt be ſaned and thy houſbold. 

Now, that faith of his brought forth Repentance, with 
the fruits thereof; otherwiſe he could not haue beene ſa- 
ued: For albeit it be true, as our Church rightly teacheth, 
that we are freely iuſtified before God by faith, yet — 

Ce 
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ance and good Workes muſt teſtiſie our fai th to 
the world, that it is no dead faith, as S. Iames ſpeaketh, but 
ſuch a faith as worketh by loue, as S. Paul exhorteth: 
whereby it is manifeſt, that the doctrine of S. Paw! and 
S. Iames, doe not differ touching our free Iuſtification 
by faith, as many Papiſts pretend: for that which S. Iams 
calleth 4 dead faith, is the ſame faith which S. Paul mea- 
neth, that worketh not by loue, 

And howſoeuer our Aduerſaries the Papiſts ſlander vs; 
Heauen and Earth, Men and Angels can witneſſe with vs; 
that we vrge — workes in our Sermons as much as 
they , and to better purpoſe then they; by good workes 
we meane bona opera bene operata : ſuch workes as are true 
tokens of our conuerſion and fruits of our faith in Chrift, 
by whom only we are ſaued. And we affirme with Saint 
Auſten, that bena opera non precedunt inflificandos , ſed ſe- 
quuntur inflificatos : Good workes goe not before them 
that are to be juſtified , but follow them being iuſtified : 
for firſt, the perſon muſt be accepted with God, before a- 
ny thing that proceedeth from man, be pleaſing to his 
Maieſtie: And whatſoeuer is not of faith, is ſinne. 

We ſay alſo with S. Bernard,that bona opera ſunt viead 
regnum, non cauſa regnandi: Good workes accompany vs 
towards heauen , but are not the cauſes of our comming 
thither, | | 

And to conclude this point, which by way of digreſſi- 
on Lhaue purſued thus farre, we all ſay with Saint Paul, 
By grace we are ſaned through faith, not of our ſelues , it 1 
the gift of Cod, wet of workes leſt any man ſhould boaſt : but 
yet lo as foHoweth in the ſame Text, that God hath or- 
dayned good workes, for every good Chriſtian to walke 
in. And therefore let every one char beleeuerh in Chriſt, 
be carefull to bring forth good workes, to teſtiſie his 
Faith & Repentance, without which he cannot be ſaued. 

_ The vſe of this point may then ſerue, To teach all 
people to take herde that they linger not their Repen- 
tance, and put it off from day to day, becauſe euery _ 
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they are in danger of death; and if they dye without Re- 
pentance, they cannot be ſaued. 

To teach vs all neuer to ſoothe our ſelues in any ſinne, 
though neuer ſo ſweet, though neuer ſo pleaſing, though 
neuer ſo profitable; for that is not Repentance that — 
ſorroweth for ſinne, but that which cauſeth ys to hate all 
ſinne, and to labour to leaue the ſame to the vttermoſt of 
our power. Io a word, true Repentance, or conuerſion, 
as the word wendrue ſigniſieth, is the whole conuerſion 
of the minde ynto God, with a full purpoſe and Holy re- 
ſolution to denie all vngodlineſſe and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly , righteouſſy and godly in this preſent 
world. h 

Laftly, ſeeing except we thus repent , we cannot be ſa- 
ued; let vs pray night and day for this grace of Repen- 
tance, for it is not in our ſelues to turne vnto the Lord, for 
euen Ieremie himſelfe prayeth, Conuert thou vs, geod Lord, 
and we ſhall be — :twrne thou vs, good Lord, and we 

ſhall be turned. Let vs know, that this is a buſineſſe that 
of neceſſitie muſt be done, whatſoeuer be left yndone, if 
we will be ſaued; and the ſooner it is done, the eaſier it 
is to be done, and the better accepted: put not off thy 
Repentance therefore any longer, leſt Gods wrath fall 
vpon thee to thine euerlaſting deſtruction. Thinke vpon 
the end of thy Creation,thinke ypon the price of thy Re- 
demption; it was to this end, that thou mayeſt be ſaued; 
for this end was Prayer,Preaching,and Sacraments com- 
manded and ordayned , that thou mayeſt be ſaued. In a 
word, this is the end of thy faith, as S. Peter ſaith , The 
ſaluation of thy ſoule. Therefore not without great cauſe 
is it, that our Text ſaith, Waſs thine heart from wickedneſs, 
that thou mayeſt be ſaued. 

And ſo much for the Exhortation, being the firſt gene- 
rall part of our Text. 

Wherein we haue obſerued, firſt, Who exhorteth ? Je- 
remis: ſecondly , Who is exhorted ? Ieruſalem: thirdly, 
Whereunto ? to Repentance: fouxthly, For what end ? 
That they may be ſaued. 2 Now 
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Now come we to the ſecond and laſt part of our Text, 
which is the Reprehenſion, in theſe words: How long foal 
thy wicked thoughts remayne within thee ! 2 2044 

The Prophet hauing ſo lovingly exhorted ys to Re- 
pentance, by willing vs to waſh our hearts from wicked 
neſſe; he falleth now to reptouing vs for lingring ſo long 
our Repentance,ſaying, How long ſball your wicked thoughts 
remayne within you! Wherein we may obſeruethings wor- 
thy of obſeruation,both in the manner and in the-matter 
of this reproofe. 

In the manner, I obſerue the dutie of a good Paſtor, 
and Teacher, who muſt often-times ioyne with Doctrine 
and Exhortation, Reproofe and Reprehenfion, as alſo the 
Apoſtle S. Pal exhorteth, When be ſaith, Irvprowe, ro- 
bake, ex bert. * 

Examples of this kinde of teaching, we haue ſtore in 
all the Prophets, Euangeliſts, and Apoſtles, which being 
ſo well knowne to all, I ſhall not neede to relate any of 
them: but in ſtead thereof will rake vp a reproofe, which 
I thinke every one of vs muſt be cõtent to beare, of what 
eſtate or calling ſoeuer we are of, either in the Church or 
— — is, That cuery one, almoſt, can be 
contented to heare the Preacher patiently , ſo long as he 
is in his generall doctrine, and exhortation; or if ſome- 
time he teproue ſinne, in ſome generall ſort: fut that which 
ſeemeth to be ſpoken to all, is taken many times as ſpo- 
ken to none. But if the Preacher once begin to fall vnto 
more particular regrehenſion; As haply when there is 

reat cauſe to reproue the Magiſtrate and Gouernors, of 
ome remiſſeneſſe in their duties, that they ſuffer ſinne and 
ſinners, as Idolaters, Adulterers, Drunkards, Swearers, 
Prophaners of the Sabbaths, and the like, to goe vnpu- 
niſned, yea, vncontrolled, and that not in corners, but in 
publike places , to the great offence of Almightie God, 
and to the ſcandall of our holy profeſſion:Or when ſome- 
times many zealous Preachers taxe others of their owne 


profeſſion , for neglecting of their gs ot reproue 
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Merchanti, and men of Trades, for their ſeuerall deecits, 
or Land · lords for inhanfing their Rents, or Lawyers fot 
delaying of their Clyents, or mightie Men for oppreſſing 
the poore, or Noble men, and Gentlemen for facriledge, 
— — ot Gentle women — 
iue in their appatel, or women of lower degrxe, for 
following of the orany one of theſe, or the like, 
for their ſeuerall finnes whatſocuer : Oh, then that Prea- 
cher is either too preciſe or rie; he leaueth his 
Text, and falleth to rayling , as ſome thinke : Notwith- 
ſtanding, like a paynefull Silke-worke, he draweth his 
reprehenſion out of the very bowells of his Text, and 
doth no more then God commands him, 7s ſhew the people 
their finest, and the houſe of [acob , their tranſgreſſions, O 
beloued, if this gentle kinde of preaching vied in our 
dayes, be ſo hard to be digeſted, how would you take it, 
if Preachers ſhould take libertie by the example of the 
Prephets,to reproue ſinne and ſinners in ſuch playneneſſe 
and boldneſſe, that they ſingle them out by name, as Eſay, 
Amor, leremie, lohy Baptiſt haue done, though it coſt 
them full deare for their labour? But they knew their re- 
ward was with the Lord, and their labour with the Al- 
mightie. 

One thing more we may not paſſe ynremembred in 
the manner of the reproofe, and that is, the vehemencie 
of the interrogation which our Prophet vſeth, when he 
faith , Hew long fhall your wicked thoughts remayne within 
jou? for it is a — with a certayne kinde of indigna- 
tion, ſtriking to the very heart of them whom he repro- 
ueth; ſuch force doth the Maieſtie of Gods Word carry 
with it. When it is preached with authoritie, and in the 
zeale of Gods Spirit, It i then liueiy, aud mightir in opera- 
tion (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) ad aper then am two-ed- 
ged ſword , and entreth through enen to the diniding aſunder 
of the ſoule and the ſpirit, andof ——— an 
and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart. 

How lang ſball your wicked thonghts remayne within Joo N 
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The vſe drawne here-hence may be, Firſt, to teach 
Preachers, which are to fight the Lords battell againſt 
the ſinnefull Anale tes, to take courage vnto themſelues, 
and like Samui the Lords Prophet, Jo cat and bew Aga 
in pieces, with the ſword of Gods Spirit, and not to be 
ſaint-hearted as letber Gideon: yongeſt ſonne was, who 
feared to ſlay Zebab and Z almwrnah the Lords enemies; 
though his father commanded him ſo to doe. 

A ſecond vie muſt be to teach vt; that if Preachers 
muſt be bold to reproue ſinne, yea, to lance the heart of 
ſinners, with the knife of Gods Law, and to teare them 
in pieces with the culter of Gods Word]; then people 
muſt be contented to ſuffer themſelues to be-reproued, 
and to haue their impoſtumes of ſinne taken out; for it is 
for the health of their bodies, and for the ſaluation of 
their ſoules. The wounds of a friend are better then the ka ſſes 
of a foe, And who more foe to man, then they that ſoothe 
vs in our ſinnes, and ſow pillowes vnder our elbowes, 
that ſinners may ſleepe the more ſoundly in their ſinnes, 
as the falſe prophets in old time werg wont to doe? 

Hereunto we might adde a third vſe for Magiſtrates, 
if it would pleaſe them to be intreated to draw out the 
ſword of Iuſtice, to meete and Hyne with the ſword of 
Gods Ward; for the cutring off of thoſe Hidra's heads; 
I meane Swearing, Drunkenneſſe, and Prophanation of 
the Sabbath, that euery day take life againe ; ſay and doe 
the Preachers herein what they can. It is the ſword of the 
Magiſtrate that can doe more good in one dayes puniſh- 
ment for theſe ſinnes, then the Preachers can doe with all 
their paynes. And albeit we are to bleſſe God, that we 
live in ſuch a Land, where theſe ſinnes are both ſpoken a · 
— by the Preachers, and alſo puniſhed by the Magi- 
ſtrates, when they come to light, yet ſurely many times, 
too much remiſueſſe in this dutie, may doe much hurt 
both in Citie and Countrie, where all theſe ſinnes a- 
bound like a Sea breaking ouer her bankes, which muſt 
be looked vnto betimes, be feare of drowning the whole 
Continent, | And: 
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And thus much now, for the manner of Reproofe, be- 
ing done with a vehement interrogation: How long ſhall 
your wicked thoughts remayne within you I 

Now come we to the matter of reproofe , which con- 
ſiſeth of two parts, 

Firſt, it is for conceiuing and receiuing euill and wic- 
led thoughts ĩnto our hearts : for did we not teceiue ot 
conceiue them, we could not harbour them. 

Secondly, for hatbouring and retayning them tliere 
too long, He long ſhall your wicked thoughtrremayne with 
in %ͥ ;-: | ; 

For the firſt , it ſeemeth our Prophet Icremie playeth 
too much the Cinicke,and dealeth ſomewhat too auſtere- 
ly in his reprehenſions. 

What ? Had it not beene enough if he had only repro- 
ued actuall ſinnes, whether in word or worke (though 
I know wicked thoughts conſented ynto, be actuall fins 
of the minde ) ſuch fins as might haply haue come with- 
in the compaſſe of his owne — * ot ſuch ſinnes 
whereof the World might take notice of; but muſt he 


come to ſuch ſecret hnnes, as neuer came within the com- 


paſſe of mens knowledge, except they that commit them? 
for no man knoweth ti heart of man, but the ſpirit of 
man that is within him, no not the Deuills themſelues, 
but by ſignes, except it be ſuch thoughts as the Deuills 
themſelues ſuggeſt. 

I anſwere for the Prophet, that he doth herein per- 
forme the part of a good Teacher, and like a skilfull Sur- 
geon or Phyſician, doth not content himſelfe to take a- 
way only outward VIcers, or coole the heate of a Feuer, 
with outward coolings, but looketh vnto the inward 
cauſes of all theſe mi (Hicfes , and ſodoth labour to take 
away the cauſe, that the effect may follow. 

Now who knoweth not that the ſecede of all finnes,and 
the Well. ſpring of all wickedneſſe tiſeth from the heart 
of man? as our Saviour right well teacheth, Or of the 
beart proceeds enill thoughts, Adulteries, Theſu, —_— 
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and the like. Therefore as the heart muſt be waſhed from 
all wickedneſſe, ſo from all wicked thoughts, which are 
the otiginalls of all vnrighteouſneſſe: for the imagina- 
tions of mens hearts are euill continually, and no man 
can ſay his heart is cleane; nay, I thinke, euery one will 
coufeſſe, that the wicked thoughts of his heart are worſe 
then his workes , becauſe either feare or ſhame, want of 
occaſion , or one thing or other doth hinder the wicked 
worke, when the heart doth burne or boyle in wickednes; 
as in luſt, furie, malice, enuie, or the like, which are the 
maladies of the minde: And little doth man know how 
much he is bound to the goodnefle of God, that the De- 
uill doth not know our wicked thoughts, farther then we 
bewray our ſelues vnto him, or by geſſing at our com- 
plexions wherein he is not vmkilled. 

I ſhall not neede to relate the opinion of the Schoole- 
men concerning the thoughts of men, euen in wicked 
things: eAquinas ſaith, Cogitatio de opere illicit o, non eff 
ſemper peccatum:The mas of an vnlawfull thing is not 
alwayes ſinne: his reaſon, becauſe, ſaith he, Tales cogita- 
tiones dupliciter con ſideranda: Such thoughts are to be con- 
ſidered in a double ſenſe, Aliquando ſunt cum aliqua affe- 
Nione concupiſcentiæ, aliquamdo horroris: Sometimes they 
are accompanyed with affection of Concupiſcence, and 
then they are — ſometimes with a thought of horror 
and deteſtation, and then it is no ſinne. Alſo ſome wicked 
thoughts are caſt into our mindes by Satan, whereunto 
we neuer yeeld any conſent ; theſe are not our wicked 
thoughts, But it is not againſt theſelatter thoughts, that 
our Prophet ſpeaketh; for ſuch thoughts, to thinke vpon 
the ouplineſſe and fouleneſſe of ſinne, come too little into 
our mindes : but it is againſt wicked thoughts, which ei- 
ther proceede of our owne corrupted nature,or ſuggeſted 
into our mindes by the malice of Satan , whereunto we 
giue conſent and liking,or the allurements of the World, 
which we cheriſh and clight in , that our Prophet doth 
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when he ſaith, How long ſhall your wicked thoughts remayne 
within you ? Such wicked thoughts whereof Saint [amzs 
ſpeaketh , Wen luſt hath conceined, it bringeth forth ſinne, 
and finne , when it is finiſhed , bringeth forth death, Theſe 
wicked thoughts of ours are the Cockattice egs; which 
in ſhort time breake forth into finnefull Serpents, and 
muſt be killed in cold Winter, when they ſeeme to be 
dead; otherwiſe; if we heate them long in our breſts and 
boſomes, they will bite and ſting vs as bad as Scorpions: 
Which is one good vie that we muſt make of this do- 
Qrine, Therefore take we heede how we either conceiue 
or receiue wicked thoughts into our hearts; for euill 
thoughts ſeparate from God ; and ſuch a heart as is taken 
vp with ſuch foule and filthy gheſts, the Spirit of grace 
and of glorie will neuer teſt in. 

A ſecond vſe we muſt make hereof, namely, To keepe 
watch and ward as well ouer our thoughts, as ouer our 
wordes or workes ; and not thinke we are in a good caſe, 
if we commit not actuall Adulterie, Theft, Murther, and 
the like; for our Sauiour ſaith plainely, He that luſteth af. 
ter a Woman, hath committed tk alreadie in his heart: 
and S. Iohn faith, He that hateth his brother in his heart is 4 
Aertherer. And the ſame God that ſaith , Thow ſhalt not 

ſteale, ſaith alſo, Thou ſhalt not couet thy Neighbours good. 
Therefore, our Prophet, when he [& to Repen- 
tance, he willeth vs to waſh aur hearts from wickęducſſe. And 
Chriſt cõdemned che filthie Phariſes, for that they would 
waſh the utterſide of the cup and platter, but leaus the inſide 
fowle and filthy: comparing them to rotten Sepulchres, 
which were garniſhed with an outward ſhew of holy- 
neſſe, but were within full of all wickedneſſe whatſoeuer. 
Therefore when the Prophet Eſay doth exhort the people 
to Repentance, and bids them to ſeeks the Lord whiles he 
may be found, and to call upon him whiles he is neere, he doth 
not onely command the wicked to leaue their wicked 
workes, but alſo the ynrighteous their owne euill imagi. 
nations, and ſo to turns vuto the Lord; for that indeed is 

true 
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true and ſound conuerſion , when the minde is rectified, 
and the body mortiſied to ſerue the Lord. Therefore is it, 


that the Apoſtle prayeth for the Theſſalonians , that their 


whole fpirit , ſouls and body may be kept blameleſſe vnto the 
comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 

And hereupon ariſetha third vſe; ſeeing we are com- 
manded to waſh our hearts from wicked thoughts, and 
haue no power in our ſelues to doe it; therefore being 
priuy to our owne thoughts and wicked cogitations , 
which riſe one vpon anothers necke, like the waues of the 
Sea, we ſhould flie continually ynto the Lord, by inſtant 
and vnceſſant prayer, day and night for grace & ſtrength, 
acknowledging alſo Gods great mercy toward vs, that 
doth keepe vs and preſerue vs from running out into all 
euill wich the wicked, ſeeing we haue the ſeedes of all 
ſinnes natutally in our ſelues, except they be ſuppreſſed 
by grace, and by the holy and ſanctifying Spirit of God. 
And fo much briefly for the fi ſt part of the Reprehenſion 
of our Prophet, which is againſt ſuch as foule and ſoyle 
their hearts and ſoules with ſinnefull thoughts, whereby 
their hearts and conſciences are defiled, and make them- 
ſelues vnapt and vnhit for euery good worke, 
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The ſecond part of the Reprehenſion is for harbouring Tho 
and retayning ſuch euil! thoughts roo long in our hearts: par? 


How long ſh 1ll your wicke4 thoughts remayne within yen? 
Not that it 15 lawfull to giue conſent vnto any evill 
thoughts, or to harbour thern in our hearts, no not a mo- 
ment of time. But as it is laid of Couetouſneſſe, 
Creſcit amor nunmmi, quantum ip ſa pecunia greſcit. 

So ic may be ſaid of euill thoughts, Cre/cit amer pecrati; 
Sinne it ſelfe doth grow and increaſe, ſo long as any cuill 
thought is cheriſhed within vs. 


The ſeede mult be caſt into the ground, and take roo- Simile. 


ting, before it grow vp ward to any blade, and the blade 
mult grow to a ſtemme, and Earc too, before it blow or 
bring forth any fruit; fo the ſcedes of ſinne are firtk 
ſowne in the heart of man, and there takes tocte, before 
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it breake out and bring forth fruit; but if theſe ſeedes of 


ſinne be weeded and taken away, before the roote haue 
taken faſt holding, then they rot and die, and bring no 
more detriment to the ground, Therefore good Chriſti- 
ans muſt be skilfull in this ſpirituall husbandrie, namely, 
oftentimes to teare vp their fallow grounds, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh, with the Share and Culter of true Repentance, 
leſt thoſe ſcedes and weedes of ſinne, which doe conti- 
nually ſpring vp in the furrowes of our hearts, doe ouer- 
top and ouer-grow that little grace and goodneſſe which 
we ſeeme to haue. 

Therefore if it cannot be auoided, but that euil thoughts 
muſt ariſe in our hearts, by reaſon of our natiue cortup- 
tion: (for as the earth doth bring forth weedes without 
ſowing, bryers without planting; ſo the heart of man 
doth yeeld forth the ſeedes of ſinne without dreſſing) It 
ſhould be our chiefe care cuen in the ſpring of our yeeres, 
to weede out, as much as poſſibly we may, theſe ſinfull 
weedes of wieked thoughts, out of the Garden of our 
hearts, that the ſeede of Gods Word may grow in the 
ſame, being indeede the immortall ſeede whereby we 
muſt grow vp into euerlaſting life. And this is one good 
vſe that we ſhould make of this reprehenſion. How long 
hall your wicked thoughts remayne within you ? 

Now as this firſt vſe doth ſerue to inſtruct the yonger 
ſort of Chriſtians, to timely Repentance, before ſinne 
haue taken too deepe rootes in them: So the ſecond vſe 
muſt be to reproue thoſe, which together with their age 
and yeeres, haue ſuffered euill thoughts to grow as old as 
themſelues, and haue taken ſuch rooting in their hearts, 
that they are now paſſed weedes, and growne into great 
Trees;inſomuch that nothing but the Axe of Gods iudge- 
ments can cut them dawne. Therefore is the Axe ( ſaith 
Iohn Baptiſt) pat to the roote of the Tree; and the fall of 
ſuch a tree muſt needes be fearefull: for there is no hope 
of any recouery againe. To this ſort of people it is eſpe- 
cially that our Prophet ſpeaketh, How long ſhall your wicked 
thenghts remayne within you ? How 
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How long? a yeere, or two, or ten, or twentie ? Oh 
that were too long; but what ſay you then to thirtie, for- 
tic, fiftie? Oh fearefull ! But what if they hold out till fix. 
tie, ſeuentie, eightie? O God be mercifull vnto them. 

O deare Chriſtians, let vs feare to grow old in ſinne. 
Dauid prayeth God to forgiue him the ſinnes of his 
youth, and to cleanſe his heart from ſeeret ſinnes, which 
were many of them his euill thoughts. But we are not a- 
fraid of the ſinnes of our age, which were begun in our 
youth, and continued in our ſtrength, and now dragge af- 
ter vs euen to our graue. So vnwilling is Satan to loſe a- 
ny one of his old Souldiers ; he knoweth, they are cun- 
ning, skilfull, craftie, full of hypocriſie, able to deceiue 
the world, themſelues and their owne ſoules, but cannot 
deceive God, which ſeeth their hearts, and daily cryeth 
out ynto them, How long ſhall your wicked thoughts remayne 
within you ? 

O deare Chriſtians, how ſtrange a thing is it, that we 
can neuer be wearie of wickedneſſe] that the elder many 
grow, the worſer they grow , verifying the ſaying of a 
Heathen , Raro ſenes Deos timent: Which indeede may 
ſeeme to be a meere Paradox; and thereforc I will not 
Engliſh it: for old men ſhould be examples to the yon- 
ger ſort, to ſerue God, to loue Religion, to bring vp their 
Families and Children in the feare of the Lord, as Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, together with the reſt of the Pa- 
triarkes and the faithfull ones of all ages haue done. 

Laſt of all, we muſt not thinke or imagine, that euill 
thoughts reſt only in old age, and that this reproofe of 
our Prophet doth not — to euery one of vs, to old, to 
yong, to rich, to poore, to men, to women; for euery one 
may accuſe himſelfe of this ſinne, that he hath ſuffered his 
euill thoughts too long to continue within him. 

Wherefore, to conclude, let ys labour betimes to ſup- 
preſſe thoſe ſinfull ſeedes of ſinne, which haue filled this 
Land of ours full of wickednefle , from the Court to the 

F 3 Countrie, 


Amos 8. 1. 


A ratio. 


140 The practice of Repentance. 


Countrie, as Amos basket was full of Summer fruit ; let 
vs daſh out the braines of theſe Babyloniſh Babes and 
Brats, before they breede vs to greatet miſchiefes; for of 
ſinne full thoughts come all our ſinnefull wordes, all our 
wicked workes, all our Treaſons and Trecheries, all our 
privie plots and conſpiracies, all our poyſonings and vil- 
lanies whatſocuer they be: Therefore the wiſeman giueth 
counſell not ſo much as to ſpeake or thinke euill, no not 
in thy priuie chamber: and what is more priuie then the 
chamber of our hearts, where all euill thoughts arc 
hatched ? 

The Prophets of God complayne of ſuch as lie muſing 
of wickedneſſe ypon their beds by night, and in the day 
time they put the ſame in practice. If needs cuil thoughts, 
like ſo many Souldiers , muſt muſter through the Coun- 
trie of our hearts, let them only paſſe as ſtrangers , giue 
them nor bread nor water for intertaynement, then they 
will not care greatly to come againe; but 2s the brute 
beaſt (and cuery man is a braft in his owne knowledge) 
will willingly come againe after once he hath beene well 
intertayned , ſo theſe beaſily though:s and affections, if 
they be any thing comforted or cheriſhed, will never tar- 
ry long away; theyare the harbingers of Satan, and like 
vnto their Maſter; for though he goc away for a time, if 
he finde the houſe ſwept and garniſhed, that is, prouided 
for him, he will ſurely come againe with ſeuen ſpirits 
worie then himſelfe, and ſo the end of that man ſhall be 
worſe then the beginning. 

Now God of his mercy make vs all wary and wiſe 
vnto {aluation, ſtrengthen ys-with grace againſt all wic- 
ked thoughts and ſinnefull temptations; pardon vs for 
our paſſed tranſgreſſions, finiſh ſoone theſe dayes of 
ſinne, and bring vs to his everlaſting peace and reſt, 
through IESvs CHRIST our LoRD; to whom, 
with the FATHER and the holy Gnu osT , three per- 
{ons in moſt glorious TRINITIE , but one Gs D = 

eſlentiall 
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eſſentiall VN T1, berendred and aſcribed of all Saints 
and Angels in heauen and incarth , all honor, glorie, 
— power, and thankſgiuing, from this 
time forth, and for cuer, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


Laus Deo trin. vno, in æternum, 


Amen. 


THE RIGHT 
Honorable T HO MAS, Lord 


Rid6GEtWayY, Baron of Gal TEN. 
| RiDGEwaAr: 
And to the right Vertuous and Religious 
Lady his Wirz, all grace and happineſſe 


in Earth, accompgnyed with all glotie 
and renowne in 


5 


Hool Pexfgonaces, 

Ayit ar > you to peruſe theſe 

printed Papers, contayning 

the ſumme of a Sermon prea- 

ched at the C roſſe , not long 

fithence, the Printer perſwa- 

ding it onward with this rea- 

| ſon, fer that a Sermon touch. 

ing Repentance, being preached at the ſame place 
now twentie yeeres gone, he thought it not meete 
thet this preſent $ ermon, perſwading vnto the 
practice of Repentance , and being ſo neere of 
7 A 2 Kinne 


Hz EPISTLE 
Kinne to the other, both in reſþet7 of the Aut bor 
and Subielꝭ, ſhould ſleepe in the grane of ſilence 
or obliuion, but rather taking her elder Siſter by 
the hand, ſhould ſeeke ew ee in the wide 
Wilderneſſe of this World, where happily ſome_. 
godly diſpoſed will either for pitty , or pieties 
ſake, giue them intertaynement. 
And for mineowne part, this benefit I hope 
may redound by the printing of it, that as it may 
be with farre greater eaſe read and peruſed 0 
them that heard it, then at that time it could 
well be attended vnto, by reaſon the winde was 
ſomwhat high and hard at the publiſhing there- 
of, ſo ſuch as were not preſent may by this means 
be made partaker of the ſame both for their pro- 
fit and comfort:the mayne point therein bandled, 
being a doctrine ſo neceſſary and generall, that it 
concernes all perſons and people vhoſoeuer, that 
either long for , or deſire their eternal ſal- 
watton, 

And now ( Honorables) I will not ſpend ma- 
ny Wordes to yeeld reaſons or cauſes of this my 
Dedication to your honored ſelues ; you are not 
ignorant that my ancient and long acquaintance, 
With you, (with reuerence I ſpeake it) bere in 

Jour owne Country, and the certayne —_—_— 


I tooke + 


—— 


— — 


3 


inn 
zealous and pious courſes you 6 
wer held in the right path of Religion, ( which 
happily hath prepared you for theſe greater Ho- 
nors and Places) were motines enough to per- 
ſwade me to ſuffer theſe lines ( if they had beene 
vritten with gold) to paſſe vnder your godly pro- 

tections, to ſpeake nothing of the many fauours I 

baue receined from you aud your worthy Ance- 

fters, which as I may neuer forget, ſo I take plea- 
ſure with all thankefulneſſe often to remember 
them. One thing more I muſt adde, and ſo J end: 

at my being in London when this Sermon was 

preached, ſome few dayes before I promiſed your 
brother and verily intended to ſhew my dutie_ 

vnto you at Lambeth , when my paynes bad 

beene ended about the ſame; but I was hindred 

only by ſickneſſe and weakeneſſe , which made 

me to returne home ſpeedily , where I thanke 

God, I haue now (after a long ſichbieſſe) reaſo- 

nably well recouered my bealth and ſtrength a- 

Laine, and am not altogether without hope, but 
that I may ſee you once more before I goe hence 
and be no more ſeene. Meane while and for e- 
wer , I will not ceaſe to pray for your Honors 
profþeritie, both in your honored ſelues and wor- 
thy Progenie , that as God of his goodneſſe * 
4 3 ad- 


aduanced you to theſe earthly Honors, which you 

know are but fading, ſo you may ſeeke by all 

meanes poſoible , to aduance Gods glorie in the- 

Goſpel of bis Sonne, and the true +3... | 
thereof, which ſhall be the Churches 

good, and your glorie for euer. 
AMEN, 


From my poore houſe at 
ILSINGTON in 
DuvonN, the ſixt | 
of AVGvST. 1617. 


Your Honors euer in the Lord 
to be commanded, | 


Ravrond Mavic. 


thu 


— — — 
— —— 


eld them bes remayue within thee ? 


Sas »'1 IS 


THE PRACTICE OF 


REPENTANCE, 


| TER EM. 4. 14. 

O leruſalem,waſh thine heart from wickedneſſe, 
that thou mayeſt be ſaued, bow long ſhall thy 
wicked thoughts remayne within thee 


Eeing this my Text ſeemeth to be but an 
abrupt ſpeech of our Prophet, I ſhall the 
lefle neede to be curious in obſerving the 
Conerence of the ſame, Yet being well 
obſerued, we ſhall finde that it hath good 
dependency = the former part of this 
Chapter, wberethe Prophet biddeth /ae/ to returne to 
the Lord, and now ſheweth them how they ſhould re- 
turne, by willing them to waſh their hearts from wicked- 
neſſe, ſaying, O lernſalem, waſhthine heart, &. 

In which wordes, we may obſerue two generall parts: 
Firſt, an Exhortation. 

Secondly, a Reptehenſion. 

An Exhortation to Repentance. 


The Reprehenſion, for that they linger ſo long their 


" Repenrance. 


E xordium. 


Coherence. 


— 


The Exhortation in theſe wordes, O [eruſalew, waſh - 


thine beart from wic h dur ſſe, that t bos mayeſt be ſanrd. 
The Reprehenſion in theſe wordes, How long ſball thy 


In 


Rom 4, J. 


1. Pet. 3. 3. 


Eſa) 1.9. 


Jer. 5. 10 


Exech.z þ | 3 8. 
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mercy of our ſo good and gracious a God? for the earth 
is wearie to be are the burden of our ſinnes, the heauens 
are aſhamed of them, and the Angels of glorie bluſh to 
behold them : Only God in his mercy,and for his Sonnes 
ſake, turneth the face or _ of his iuſtice from them, 
that ſo we might repent and be ſaued, | 

But ſinfull man, which either cannot or will not t. 
heapeth ſinne vpon ſinne, to his one deſtruction. 
of S. Pas giueth good warning, in the ſecond to the Ro. 
manes, aduiſing that we d not deſpiſe the riches of 
Gods bountifulneſſe, and patience, and long ſufferance(v- 


ſing ſo many wordes to Gods loue towards vs) 
adding that this bountifulneſſe of God ſhould leade vs 
to repentance. 


But thow, (faith the Apoſtle (ſpeaking to ſuch deſpiſers 
of Gods mercies) aſter the bardneſſe and heart which cannot 
repent, beapeſt vote thy ſelfe wrath ag aanſt the day of wrath, 
and declaration of the init [ndgememnt of God. And S. Peter 
faith likewiſe, That the Lord not ſlacks concerning lus pro- 
ſe of comming to Inds ement : but is patient toward vs, and 
would bane no man to periſh, but would haue all men to come 
vnto repentance : for it is not mans merit, but of Gods mer 
cy, that we are not daily conſumed in our ſinnes, and 8s 
Eſay ſaith, — the Lerdef Hoſt bad reſerued a remmant, 
we ſhould haus beene as Sodom , and hike vuto Gomorrah, 
Whereby we are alſo taught, that the wicked are often- 
times ſpared from puniſhment for the Godlies ſake; for 
Sodom it ſelfe ſhould not haue beene deſtroyed, if there 
could haue been but ten godly perſonx found in it. There. 
fore the Prophet leremie is willed, as we heard before, to 
runne to and fro by the flreets of leruſalem, and to inquire in 
the epenplaces thereof jf he could finde a man. And God him. 
ſelfe complayneth in Zzechiel, that he could not finde a 
man. Wherein appeateth the infinite patience and merey 
of God towards vs, in expecting our repentance, and 
ſtaying his hand from puniſhing, as long as poſſible may 
be. The vſe of this point may be, 0 . 

Wow | 0 


— > - 


— Ä — — m — 


To teach vs to be thankefull vnto God for this mercy, 
who wayteth daily for our conuerſion, and to praiſe him 
coatinually for the ſame; for if we be finnefull and vn- 
thankefull roo, then wo, wo be vato vs, 

To teach vs to loue heartily and to make much of ſuch 
as feare the Lord; for it is for the godlies ſake many times 
that a whole Citie or Countrie is ſaued and prelerued;and 
when the godly Magiſtrates or Miniſters are taken away, 
it is a featefull ſigne ſome imminent danger may inſue : 
for ¶Aaros and Moyes may preuaile more in the Lords 
warres with feruent prayers,then the people with all their 
Pikes, Therefore E/ay complayned not without cauſe, 
That good men periſhed, though he knew they were taken 
away from the euill to come. 

Yea, Daxid himſelfe cryed out for helpe to God, when 

ly men were diminiſhed from the earth; therefore 1 
ſay ill, if thou canſt not thy ſelfe attayne to be ſo godly 
as thou deſireſt, yet pray heartily , and praiſe God conti- 
nually for them that are godly; for God harkeneth, and 
i attentiue to their prayers, as Afalachy ſpeaketh. And 
we know that S. James ſaith , The prayer of one righteons 
man auayleth much, if it be ferment. 

The laſt yſe mult be to teach vs, to call our ſelues to a 
reckoning , how long God hach with-holden his iudge- 
menei from vs for any ſinne; which long ſince haply we 
haugiuſtly deſerued to bepowre'l vpon vs, euery man is 
' Conſenu ibi, beſt knowne to himſelfe: therefore follo w- 
ing the counſell of S. P, Let every one examine himſelſe 
for his owne fins; and let him doe this buſineſſe through. 


ly — 9 — ro de, and he ſhall finde little leiſure to 


prie into other mens faults, which is the fault of all the 
World. 

O deare Chriſtians"! if this courſe of examination 
might be preſoacly put in practice without fauour or affe- 
Aioarg ont (etaes , whats crying of conſtiences' would 
there be an ng vy ſeeing they are ptiuie to all our faults? 
yea , our owne ſoules Would exclaime agaiaſt our owne 
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Malacb. 3. 16. 


Vit z. 


The ſecond 
point. 


Luke 24. 


Eng reporiethit , Ter Repemtance and rewiſſion of omen 
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bodies, and againſt every member and facultie thereof, 
One would crie out, Oh my head, for craftinefle; ano- 
ther, O my heart, for couetouſaeſſe; another, Oh my 
throate, for drunkenneſſe; another , Oh __ , for 
beaſtlineſſe; another, Oh my tongue, for blaſphemie; 
another, Oh mine eyes, for adultetie; another, Oh my 
hands, for btiberie; another, Oh what ſhall become of 
my poore ſoule, for vſurie : To ſpeake nothing of Enuie, 
Malice, Pride, Theft, Murther,and Trecherie, with an iu- 
numerable multitude of all ſinnes, which, like a great 
floud, haue ouer-flowne all our Countrie, of all which 
ſinnes we may, I feare me, too too truely ſay, as the yon 
man did in the Goſpell, though in another ſenſe, All thels 
ſinues haue we commited from our youth: and it is only 
of Gods mercy that we haue not becne conſumed inthem 
and for them long ſithence. Therefore if there be any 
ſparke of grace left within vs, if there be any feare of 
Gods judgements, if any dread of hell torments, let vs 
now turne vnto the true & ynfayned repentance, 
for the quieting of our conſciences in this life, and for the 
ſauing of eur poore ſoules in the life ro come, 7 

And ſo much for the firſt point I obſerued, That itiz of 
2 — — and mercy towards _—_ — 

oug exp our R t we might 

The ſecond point I —— The care that all 
good Prophets and Paſtors haue, to exhort vs to Repen- 
tance for the ſaluation of our ſoules. But vpon this poim 
there is no need to ſtand long. Neab and all the Patriarlis 
Samuel and all the Prophets, CAI T II and all 
his Apoſiles, all their whole care and trauaile was, to call 
people to Repentance. Joby Bari with this do- 
ctrine, Repent, and beleene the Goſpell, Cu x13 1 I. 
the Sonne of God did the ſame ; Repent, for the Kingdame 
. 
manded his Apoſtles, and all good Preachers, co publiſh 
the yertue of his Death and , tothis end, an 


frond 
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ſhould be preached in his name among all N ations, beginning 
at Teruſalew ; even the ſame leruſalem , though not the 
ſame people, which our Prophet Ieremie exhorteth here 
to waſh their hearts from wickganeſſe, that they may be ſaued: 
And elſewhere he faith, Be infruited, O Icruſalem, &. 

The vſe of this point may be firſt to teach all Paſtors 
and teachers, not to thinke it any diſgrace vnto them, 
though they do not alwaies ſoare on high vpon the wings 
of ſpeculative Diuinitie, garniſhed with plumes of Re- 
thoricke and Philoſophie (though either of them may 
well attend on r but ſometimes, if not often- 
times to touch vpon the point of Repentance; for the 

reaching of that doctrine, did never that I reade of, 
breede ady Schiſme in the Church of Chriſt: Mens hearts 
rather then Chriſt his coate, will be rent in pieces by the 
preaching of Repentance. 

And a ſecond vſe may be here, to warne all people to 
expect and deſite no doctrine rather from the mouth of 
the Preacher, then the preaching of Repentance, though 
I grant, ſuch Preachers are called the playne Preachers 
now. adayes; and indeede they that preach the doctrine 
of Repentance well, had neede be playne, that is, haue 
no need to ſpare any Perſons or Profeſſors, nor to colour 
or couer any vices whatſocuer. But it is not to beate ſuch 
playne preaching , that all people flocke ſo much to Sex- 
mons in this Age; but it is either to heare newes, or no- 
uelties, or invectiues, that makes many people to preſſe 
fo neere this place. But beloued Chriſtian, one thing is 
neceſſary, namely, the ſaluation of thy ſoule; and no do- 
ctrine more neceſſary for the ſauing of ſoules, then the 

'preachiug of Repentance. And ſo come we now to the 
third point lately propoſed; that is, Though thete be ne. 
uer ſo much aching of Repentance, except we tepent 
with it, and by ſaved, 


it, we cannot 


The ſaying of our Sauiour is right well knowne , Ex- 


8 repent, yes ſhall all likewiſe periſb. 
72 — time to t _ World, and (no 


doubt) 


2 


Vie 2. 


4 16. 1. 
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doubt) earneſtl waded e to Repentance; bur it 
was not Neebs — aged ſaue the world from 
drowning, becauſe they repented nor. 

The like may be ſaid of Sodom and Gomorrah, where 
Les doubtleſſe gaue many good leſſons of Repentance ; 
but that did not prtuaile with them: therefore were they 
fearefully deſtroyed with fire from heauen. | 

Now as it was inthe dayes of Naab, ſo is it come to 
paſſe ia this laſt Age of the world (as Chriſt foretold) 
there is now mu aching and calling of people to 

tance, but the not practiſing thereof is ſtill the 
cauſc, that ſo few are ſaued; for except we repent, we 
cannot be ſaued. 

It was the preaching of Saint Peter, that pricked the 
peoples hearts in the ſecond of the As, and made them 
to crie out, What ſball we doe, meaning, what (ball we doe 
is be ſaved? ? | 

Then Peter ſaid vnto them, Repent, and be baptized e- 
nerq one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt , for the remiſſion 
7 your fixnes; for without repentance there is no remiſ- 

on of ſinnes, and without remiſſion of ſinnes there is no 
ſaluation. 

Further, this muſt be noted by the way, that when we 

tance, as chiefly ne to ſaluation, we ex- 
clude not faith and good work es for true Nepentance is 
the Child of Faith; and good Workes are both the fruits 
— the — tokens of Repencance, e 
Jeb Baptiſt preaching Repentanee to the people, did bi 
them to bring forth t 1 becauſe 
tach tree is knowne by his fruit. 

And when the Iaylor demanded of Pax! and & | 
What be ſhould dos to be ſaved? ſaid ynto him, Beleews 
is the Lord Jeſus, and thow halt be ſaned aud thy howſhold. 

No, that faith of bis brought forth Repenrance, with 
. —— — 

4. For aldeit it be truc,asqur Chur ny teacheth, 
that we tre freely iuſtiſied before God Dick yet — 
Gn e- 


— 
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Repentance and good Workes muſt teftifie our fai th to 
the world, that it is no dead faith,as S. Iames ſpeaketh, but 
ſuch a faith as worketh by loue, as S. Pax! exhorteth: 
whereby ic is manifeſt , that the doctrine of S. Paw! and 
S. lanes, doe not differ touching our free Iuſtification 
by faith, as many Papiſts pretend: for that which S. Iams 
calleth + dead faith, is the ſame faith which S8. Paal mea- 
neth, that worketh not by loue. 

And howſoeuer our Aduerſaries the Papiſts ſlander ys; 
Heauen and Earth, Men and Angels can witneſſe with vs; 
that we vrge good workes in our Sermons as much as 
they , and to better purpoſe then they; by good workes 
we meane bona opera bene operata : ſuch workes as are true 
tokens of our conuerſfion and fruits of our faith in Chrift, 
by whom only we are ſaued. And we affirme with Saint 
eAnuſten, that bona opera non precedunt inflificendos , ſed ſe- 
guwner inflificater: Good workes goe not before them 
that are to be juftified,, but follow them being iuſtified : 
for firſt, the perſon muſt be accepted with God, before a- 
ny thing that proceedeth from man, be pleaſing to his 
Maieſtie : And whatſocuer is nor of faith, is ſinne. 

We ſay alſo with S. Bernard,that bona opera ſum via a 
reguum, non canſa regnands: Good workes accompany vs 
only heagen , but are not the cauſes of our comming 
thither. : 

And to conclude this point, which by way of digreſſi- 
on I haue purſued thus farre, we all ſay with Saint Paul, 
By grace we are ſaued through faith, not of onr ſeluer, it i 
the giſt of God, vet of workes left any wan ſhenld boaſt : but 
yet ſo as followeth in the ſame Text, that God hath or- 
dayned good workes, fot cuery Chriſtianro walke 
in. And therefore let every one chat beleeueth in Chriſt; 
be carefull to bring forth good workes, to teſſiſie his 
Faith & Repentance, without which he cannot be ſaued. 

The vſe of this point may then ſerue, To teach all 
people to take heede that they linger not their Repen- 
rance, and put it off * — 
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they are in danger of death ; and if they dye withoutRe- 
pentance, they cannot be ſaued. 

To teach vs all neuer to ſoothe our ſelues in any ſinne, 
though neuer ſo ſweet, though neuer ſo pleaſing, though 
neuer ſo profitable; for that is not Repentance that only 
ſorroweth for ſinne, but that which cauſeth vs to hate all 
Gone, and to labour to leaue the ſame to the yttermoſt of 
our power. In a word, true Repentance, or conuerſion, 
as the word Ae, ſignifieth, is the whole conuerſion 
of the minde vnto God, with a full purpoſe and holy re- 
ſolution to denie all vngodlineſſe and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, rightcouſly and godly in this preſent 
world. 

Laſtly, ſeeing except we thus repent, we cannot be ſa- 
ued; let vs pray night and day for this grace of Repen- 
tance, for it is not in our ſelues to turne ynto the Lord, for 
euen /eremie himſelfe prayeth, Conuert thou vs, gesd Lord, 
and we ſhall be — :twrne thou vs, good Lord, and w- 

ſhall be turned, Let vs know, that this is a buſineſſe that 
of necefſitie muſt be done, whatſoeuer be left vndone, if 
we will be ſaued; and the ſooner it is done, the eaſier it 
is to be done, and the better accepted: put not off thy 
Repentancetherefore any longer , leſt Gods wrath fall 
vpon thee to thine euerlaſting deſtruction. Thinke vpon 
the end of thy Creation,thinke ypon the price of thy Re- 
demprtion; it was to this end, that thou mayeſt be ſaued; 
for this end was Prayer, Preaching, and Sacraments com- 
manded and ordayned , that thou mayeſt be ſaued. In a 
word, this is the end of thy faith, as S. Peter ſaith, The 
ſaluation of thy ſoule, Therefore not without great cauſe 
is it, that our Text ſaith; aſs thine heart from wickeaneſſe, 
that thau mayeſt be ſaved. 

And ſo much for the Exhortation, being the firſt gene- 
rall part of our Text, 

Wherein we haue obſerved, firſt, Who exhorteth ? 7e- 
rie: ſecondly ,, Who is exhorted ? lerwſalem : thirdly, 
Whereunto 1 : fourthly ; For what end ? 

Thas they may be | 1 No 
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Now come we to the ſecond and laſt part of our Text, 
which is the Reprehenſion, in theſe words: How long fhall 
thy wic bed thoughts remayne within thee ! 

The Prophet hauing ſo louingly exhorted ys to Re- 

entance, by willing vs to waſtrour hearts from wicked- 
neſſe; he falleth now to reprouing vs for lingring ſo long 
our Repentance,ſaying, How long ſhall your wicked thoughts 
remayne within you! Wherein we may obſerue things wor- 
thy of obſeruation, both in the manner and in the matter 
of this reproofe. 

In the manner; I obſerue the dutie of a good Paſtor, 
and Teacher, who muſt often · times _ with Doctrine 
and Exhortation, Reproofe and Reprehenſion, as alſo the 
Apoſtle S. Paul exhorteth, when be ſaith, Improwe, re- 
buke, ex hort. 

Examples of chis kinde of teaching, we haue ſtore in 
all che Prophets, Euangeliſts, and Apoſtles, which being 
fo well knowne to all, I ſhall not neede to relate any of 
them : but in ſtead thereof will take vp a reproofe, which 
I thinke euery one of vs muſt be cõtent to beare, of what 
eſtate or calling ſocuer we are of, either in the Church or 
Common-weale, that is, That euety one, almoſt, can be 
contented to heare the Preacher patiently, ſo long as he 
is in his generall doctrine, and exhortation ; or if ſome- 
time he reproue ſinne, in ſome generall ſort: for that which 
ſeemeth to be ſpoken to all, is taken many times as ſpo- 
ken to none. But if the Preacher once begin to fall vnto 
more particular reprehenſion; As haply when there is 

reat cauſe to reproue the Magiſtrate and Gouernors, of 
remiſſeneſſe in their duties, that they ſuffer ſinne and 
ſinners, as Idolaters, Adulterers, Drunkards, Swearers, 
Prophaners of the Sabbaths, and the like, to goe vnpu- 
niſhed, yea, vnconttolled, and that not in corners, but in 
publike places , to the great offence of Almightic God, 
and to the ſcandall of our holy profeſſion: Or when ſome- 
times many zealous Preachers taxe others of their owne 
profeſſion, for neglecting of their callings; or _ 
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Merchants, and men of Trades, for their ſcuerall deceits, 
1 _ inhanſing their 3 1 for 
delaying of their Clyenta, or mightie oppteſſing 
the — Noble men, and Gentlemen for facriledge, 
or Rich men for vſurie, or Gentlewomen for their exceſ. 
ſiue pride in their 2 women of lower degree, fot 
following of the faſhion, or any one of theſe,or the like, 
for their ſeverall ſinnes whatſocuer : Oh, then that Prea- 
cher is either too preciſe or peremptorie ; he leaueth his 
Text, and fallethto rayling, as ſome thinke: Notwith- 
ſtanding, like a Peng itke-worke, he draweth his 
reprehenſion out of the very bowells of his Tear, and 
doth no more then God commands him, To ſbem tho people 
their fares, and the houſe of Iacob, their tranſgreſſions, O 
beloued, if this gentle kinde of preaching vſed in our 
dayes, be ſo hard to be digeſted, how would you take it, 
if Preachers ſhould take libertie hy the 4 of the 
Prophets, to reproue ſinne and finners in ſuch playueneſſe 
and boldoefſe,tha they ſingle them out by name, us Eſay, 
Amor, Ieremis, John Baptiſt haue done, though it coſt 
them full deare for their labour ? But they knew their re- 
ward was with the Lord, and their labour with the Al- 
mighrie. | 

One thing more we may not paſſe ynremembred in 
the manner of the reproofe, and that is, the vehemencie 
of the interrogation which our Prophet vſeth , when he 
ſaith , How long ſhell your wicked thoughts remayne within 
you ? for it is a reproofe with a certayne kinde of indigna- 
tion, ſtriking to the very heart of chem whom he repro- 
ueth; ſuch force doth the Maieftic of Gods Word carry 
with it. When it is preached with authoritie,, and in the 
zeale of Gods Spirit, It ic then liueiy, and mightie in opera- 


tion (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) aud harper then anytwo-ed- 
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The vie dra vue here-hence may be, Firſt, to reach 
Preachers, which are to fight the Lords bartell 
the ſinnefull Amalekites,to take courage vnto themſelues, 
and like Samui the Lords Prophet, To cut and bew Aga 
in pieces, with the ſword of Gods Spirit, and not to be 75 
faint-hearted as 7erber 22 ſonne was, who 
feared to ſlay Zebab and Z the Lords enemies, 
though his father commanded him fo to doe. 

A ſecond vſe muſt be to teach vs, that if Preachers 
muſt be bold ro reproue ſinne, yea, to lance the heart of 
finners, with the knife of Gods Law, and to teare them 
m pieces with the culter of Gods Word then people 
muſt be conrented to ſuffer themſelues to be reproued, 
and to haue their impoſtumes of ſinne taken our; for it is 
for the health of their bodies, and for the ſaluation of 
their ſoules. The wownd: of a friend are better then the kiſſes 
of 4 foe. And who more foe to man, then they that ſoothe 
vs in our ſinnes, and ſow pillowes vnder our elbowes, 
that finners may ſleepe the more ſoundly in their ſinnes, 
as the falſe prophets in old time were wont to doe? 

Hereunto we might adde a third vſe for Magiſtrates, 
if it would pleaſe them to be intreated to draw out the 
ſword of Tuſtice, to meete and joyne with the ſword of 
Gods Word; for the cutring off of thoſe Hidra's heads; 
I meane Swearing , Drunkenneſſe, and Prophanation of 
the Sabbath, that every day take life againe ; ſay and doe 
the Preachers herein hat they can. It is the {word of the 
Magiſtrate that can doe more good in one dayes puniſh- 
ment for theſe ſinnes, then the Preachers can doe with all 
their paynes. And albeit we are to bleſſe Cod, that we 
live in ſuch a Land, where theſe ſinnes are both ſpoken a» 

— by the Preachers, and alſo puniſhed by the Magi- 

tes, when they come to light, yet ſurely many times, 
too much remiſneſſe in this dutie, may doe much hurt 
both in Citie and Countrie, where all theſe ſinnes a- 
bound like a Sea breaking ouet her bankes » which muſt 
be looked vnto betimes, for feare of drowning the whole 
Continent. And 
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And thus much now, for the manner of Reproofe, be- 
ing done with a vehement interrogation : How long ſball 
your wicked thoughts remayne within you ? 

Now come we to the matter of reproofe , which con- 


ſiſteth of two parts. 


Firſt, it is for conceiuing and receiuing euill and wic- 
ked thoughts into our hearts : for did we not receiue or 
conceiue them, we could not harbour them. 

Secondly, for hatbouring and retayning them there 
too long, Hew long ſhall your wicked thoughtrremayne with- 
in you ? 

For the firſt , ic ſeemeth our Prophet Icremie playeth 
too much the Cinicke,and dealeth ſomewhat too — 
ly in his reprehenſions. 

What ? Had it not beene enough if he had only repro- 
ued actuall ſinnes, whether in word or worke (though 
I know wicked thoughts conſented ynto, be actuall fins 
of the minde) ſuch fins as might haply haue come with- 
in the compaſſe of his owne knowledge; or ſuch ſinnes 
whereof the World might take notice of; but muſt he 
come to ſuch ſecret finnes,as neuer came within the com- 
paſſe of mens knowledge, except they that commit them? 
for no man knoweth the heart of man, but the ſpirit of 
man that is within him, no not the Deuills themſelues, 
but by ſignes, except it be ſuch thoughts as the Deuills 
themſelues ſuggeſt. 

I anſwere for the Prophet, that he doth herein per- 
forme the part of a good Teacher, and like askilfull Sur- 
geon or Phyſician, doth not content himſelfe to take a- 
way only outward VIcers, ox coole the heate of a Feuer, 
with outward coolings, but looketh voto the inward 
cauſes of all theſe miſchieſes, and ſo doth labour to take 
away the cauſe, that the effect may follow. 

Now who knoweth not chat the ſeede of all ſinnes, ind 
the Well. ſpring of all wickedneſſe riſeth from the heart 
of man ? as our Sauiour right well teacheth, Ou of the 
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and the like. Therefore as the heart muſt be waſhed from 
all wickedneſſe, ſo from all wicked thoughts, which are 
the originalls of all ynrighteouſneſle : for the imagina- 
tions of mens hearts are euill continually , and no man 
can ſay his heart is cleane; nay, I thinke , every one will 
coufeſſe, that the wicked thoughts of his heart are worſe 
then his workes , becauſe either feare or ſhame, want of 
occaſion , or one thing or other doth hinder the wicked 
worke, when the heart doth burne or boyle in wickednes; 
as in luſt , furie, malice, enuie, or the like, which are the 
maladies of the minde : And little doth man know how 
much he is bound to the goodneſſe of Gol, that the De- 
uill doth not know our wicked thoughts, farther then we 
bewray our ſelues ynts him, or by geſſing at our com- 
plexions wherein he is not ynskilled. 

I ſhall not neede to relate the opinion of the Schoole- 
men concerning the thoughts of men, cuen in wicked 
things: Aqui ſaith, Cogitatio de opere illicit o, non eſt 
ſemper peccatum: The thou - of an ynlawfull thing is not 
alwayes ſinne: his —— ſaith he, Tales cogita- 
tiones dupliciter confiderande:Such thoughts are to be con- 
ſidered in a double ſenſe , Aliquando ſunt cum aliqua affe- 
diene conenpiſcemie , aliquamdo horroris: Sometimes they 
are — with affection of Concupiſcence, and 
then they are ſinne; ſometimes with a thought of horror 
and deteſtation, and then it is no finne. Alſo ſome wicked 
thoughts are caſt into our mindes by Satan, whereunto 
we neuer yeeld any conſent ; theſe are not our wicked 
thoughts, But it is not againſt theſe latter thoughts, that 
our Prophet ſpeaketh; for ſuch thoughts, to thinke vpon 
the ouglineſſe and fouleneſle of ſinne, come too little into 
our mindes : but it is againſt wicked thoughts, which ei- 
ther proceede of our owne corrupted nature,or ſuggeſted 
into our mindes by the malice of Satan , whereunto we 
giue conſent and liking,or the allurements of the World, 
which we cheriſh and delight in, that our Prophet doth 
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when he ſaith, How long ſoall your wicked thoughts remayne 
within yow Such wicked thoughts whereof Saint /[ames 
ſpeaketh , Mues luſt bath conceined, it bringeth forth finne, 
and fiene , when it is finiſhed ; bring eth forth death, Theſe 
wicked thoughts of ours are the Cockatrice egs ; which 
in ſhorttime breake forth into finnefull Serpents, and 
muſt be killed in cold Winter, when they ſeeme to be 
dead; otherwiſe; if we heate them long in our breſts and 
boſomes, they will bite and ſting vs as bad as Scorpions : 
Which is one good vſe that we muſt make of this dos» 
arine, Theretore'take we heede how we either conceiue 
or receive wicked thoughts into our hearts; for cuill 
thoughts ſeparate from God; and ſuch a heart as is taken 
vp with ſuch foule and filthy gheſts, the Spirit of grace 
and of glorie will neuer teſt in. 

A ſecond vſe we muſt make hereof, namely, To keepe 
watch and ward as well ouet our thoughts, as ouer our 
wordes or workes ; and not thinke we arc in a goed caſe, 
if we commit not actuall Adulrerie, Theft, Murther, and 
the like; for our Sauiour ſaith plainely, He that Luſteth af- 
ter «Woman, hath committed adulteris alreadie in his heart: 
and S. Jobs faith, He that hateth his brother in his heart, 4 
Murtherer. And the ſame God that ſuith, Thow ſhale ner 

ſteale, ſaith allo, Thon ſhalt not conet thy Neighbours goods, 
Therefore, our Prophet, when he exhorteth to Repen- 
tance, he willeth vs to waſh our heart; from wichsdneſſe, And 
Chriſt cõdemned the filthie Phariſes, for that they would 
waſh the utterſide of the cup and platter, but leaue the inſide 
feule and filthy: comparing them to rotten Sepulchres, 
which were garniſhed with an outward ſheww of holy- 
neſſe, but were within full of all wickedneſſe What ſocuer. 
Therefore when the Prophet Eſay doth exhoit the people 
to Repentance, and bids them to ſocky the Lord whiles he 
may be found, and to call vpon him wbiles he is neere, he doth 
not onely command the wicked to leaue their wicked 
workes, but alſo the vnti ghteous their owne euill imagi- 
nations, and ſo to turne ynto the Lord; for that indeed is 

true 
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true and ſound conuerſion, when the minde is rectiſied, 

and the body mortified to ſerue the Lord. Therefore is it, 

that the Apoſtle prayeth for the Theſſalonians, that their 

whole fpirit , ſonle and body may be kept blameleſſe vnto the 
comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 

And hereupon ariſeth a third vſe; ſeeing we are com- 
manded to waſh our hearts from wicked thoughts, and 
haue no power in our ſelues to doe it; therefore bein 
priuy to our one thoughts and wicked cogitations, 
which riſe one vpon anothers necke, like the waues of the 
Sea, we ſhould flie continually vnto the Lord, by inſtant 
and vnceſſant prayer, day and night for grace & ſtrength, 
acknowledging alſo Gods great mercy toward vs, that 
doth leepe vs and preſerve vs from running out into all 
euill with the wicked, ſeeing we haue the ſeedes of all 
ſinnes naturally in our ſelues, except they be ſuppreſſed 
by grace, and by the holy and ſanctifying Spirit of God. 
And ſo much briefly for the firſt part of the Reprebenſion 
of our Prophet, which is agaiaſt ſuch as foule and ſoyle 
their hearts and ſoules with ſinnefull thoughts, whereby 
their hearts and conſciences are defiled , and make them- 
ſelues ynapt and vnfit for every good worke. 

The ſecond part of the Reprehenfion is, for harbouring 
and retayning ſuch euill thoughts too long in our hearts: 
How long ſpall your wicked thoughts remwayne within you ? 
Not that it is lawfull to giue conſent vnto any euill 
thoughts, or to harbour them in our hearts, no not a mo- 
ment of time. But as it is ſaid of Couetouſneſſe, 

Creſcit amor nummi, quantum ipſa pecunia creſcit. 
So it may be ſaid of euill thoughts, Creſcit amor peccati ; 
Sinne it ſelfe doth grow and increaſe, ſo long as any euill 
thought is cheriſhed within vs. 

The ſeede muſt be caft into the ground, and take roo- 
ting, before it grow vpward to any blade, and the blade 
mult grow to a ſtemme, and Eare too, before it blow or 
bring forth any fruit; ſo the ſeedes of ſinne are firſt 
ſowne in the heart of man, and there takes toote, before 
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it breake out and bring forth fruit; but if theſe ſeedes of 
ſinne be weeded and taken away, before the roote haue 
taken faſt holding, then they rot and die, and bring no 

more detriment to the ground. Therefore good Chriſti- 

ans muſt be skilfull in this ſpirituall husbandrie, namely, 

oftentimes to teare vp their fallow grounds, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh, with the Share and Culter of true Repentance; 

leſt thoſe ſeedes and weedes of ſinue, which doe conti- 

nually ſpring vp in the furrowes of our hearts, doe ouer- 
top and ouer-grow that little grace and goodneſſe which 
we ſeeme to haue. 

Therefore if it cannot be auoided, but that euil thoughts 
muſt ariſe in our hearts, by reaſon of our natiue corrup- 
tion: (for as the earth doth bring forth weedes without 
ſowing , bryers without planting; ſo the heart of man 
doth yeeld forth the ſeedes of finne without dreſſing) It 
ſhould be our chiefe care euen in the ſpring of our yeeres, 
to weede out, as much as poſſibly we may, theſe ſinfull 
weedes of wicked thoughts, out of the Garden of our 
hearts, that the ſecede of Gods Word may grow in the 
ſame, being indeede the immortall ſeede whereby we 
muſt grow vp into euerlaſting life. And this is one good 
vſe that we ſhould make of this reprehenſion. How long 
ſhall your wicked thoughts remayne within you ? 

Now as this firſt vſe doth ſerue to inſttuct the yonger 
ſort of Chriſtians, to timely Repentance, before ſinne 
haue taken too deepe rootes in them: So the ſecond vſe 
muſt be to reproue thoſe, which together with their age 
and yeeres, haue ſuffered euill thoughts to grow as old as 
themſelues, and haue taken ſuch rooting in their hearts, 
that they are now paſſed weedes, and growne into great 
Trees;inſomuch that nothing but the Axe of Gods iudge- 
ments can cut them downe, Therefore is the Axe (ſaith 
Iohn Baptiſt) pat to the roote of the Tree; and the fall of 
ſuch a tree muſt needes be featefull: for there is no hope 
of any recouery againe. To this ſort of people it is eſpe- 
cially that our Prophet ſpeaketh, How long ſhall your wicked 
thoughts remayne within you: How 
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How long? a yeere, or two, or ten, or twentie ? Oh 
that were too long: but what ſay you then to thirtie,for= 
tie, fiftie > Oh fearefull |! But what if they hold out till fix. 
tie, ſeuentie, eightie? O God be mercifull vnto them. 

O deare Chriſtiaus, let vs feare to grow old in ſinne. 
Daxid prayeth God to forgiue him the ſinnes of his 
youth, and to cleanſe his heart from ſecret ſinnes, which 
were many of them his euill thoughts. But we ate not a- 
fraid of the ſinnes of our age, which were begun in our 
youth, and continued in our ſtrength, and now 4 ragge af - 
tet vs euen to our graue. So vnwilling is Satan to loſe a- 
ny one of his old Souldiers; he knoweth, they are cun- 
ning, skilfull, craftie, full of hypocriſie, able to deceive 
the world, themſelues and their owne ſoules, but cannot 
deceiue God, which ſeeth their hearts, and daily cryeth 
out ynto them, Hen lang ſhall your wicked thong hisremayne 
within you ? 

O deare Chriſtians, how ſtrange a thing is it, that we 
can neuer be wearie of wickedneſſe l that the clder many 
grow, the worſer they grow , verifying the ſaying of a 
Heathen , Raro ſenes Deot tyment : which indeede may 
ſeeme to be a meere Paradox; and therefore I will not 
Engliſh it: for old men ſhould be examples to the yon- 
get ſort, to ſerue God, to loue Religion, to bring vp their 
Families and Children in the feare of the Lord, as Abra- 
ham, 1ſaas, and Iaceb, together with the reſt of the Pa- 
eriarkes and the faichfull ones of all ages haue done. 

Laſt of all , we muſt not thinke or imagine; that euill 
thoughts reſt only in oll age, and that this reproofe of 
our Prophet doth not reach to cuery one of vs, to old, ro 
yong, to rich, to poore, to men, to women; for euery one 
may accuſe himſelfe of chis ſinne, that he hath ſuffered his 
euill thoughts too long to continue within him. 

Wheretore, to conclude, let vs labaur betimes to fu 
preſſe thoſe ſinfull ſeedes of finne, which haue filled this 


Land of ours full of wickednefle ,. from the Court to the 
F 3 Counttrie, 
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Countrie, as Amos basket was full of Summer fruit; let 
vs daſhout the braines of theſe Babyloniſh Babes and 
Brats, befote they bteede vs to —_ miſchiefes; for of 
ſinnefull thoughts come all our ſinnefull wordes, all our 
wicked workes, all our Treaſons and Trecheries, all our 


priule plots and conſpiracies, all our poyſonings and yyl- 


' lanieywharſocuer they be: Therefore the wiſeman giveth 


counſell not ſo much as to ſpeake ot thinke euill, no not 
in thy priuie chamber : and what is more priuie then the 
chamber of our hearts, where all euill thoughts are 
hatched? - 

The Prophets of God complayne of ſuch as lie muſing 
of wickednefle vpon their beds by night, and in the day 
time they put the fame in practice. If needs evil thoughts, 
like ſo many Souldiers , muſt muſter through the Coun- 
trie of our hearts, let them only paſſe as ſtrangers , giue 
them nor bread nor water for intertaynemenc, then they 
will-notcare greatly to come againe; but as the brute 
beaſt (and euery man is a beaſt in his one knowledge) 
will willingly-come againe after once he hath beene well 
intertayned, fo theſe beaſtly thoughts and affections, if 
they be any thing comforted or cheriſhed, will neuer car- 
ry long away; they are the harbingers of Satan,and like 
vnto their Maſter ; for though he goe away for a time, if 
he finde the houſe ſwept and garniſhed, that js, provided 
for him, he will ſurely come againe with ſeuen ſpirits 
worſe then himſelfe, and ſo the end of that man ſball be 
worſe then the beginumg. 

Now God of his mercy make vs all wary and wiſe 
vnto ſaluation, ſtrengthen vs with grace againſt all wic- 
ked thoughts and finnefull temptations; pardon vs for 
dur paſſed tranſgreſſions, finiſh ſoone theſe dayes of 
ſinne, and bring ys to his everlaſting peace and reſt, 
— IEsvs Cunts r our Loxp; to whom, 
with the FAT and the holy GuosrT, three per- 
ſons in moſt glorious TRIX IT II, but one Go p in 
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efſectiall Vn 111 „beende bnd aſcribed of all Saints 
and Angels in heauen and in earth, all honor, glorie, 
praiſe , power, and chankſgiuing » from thi 
time forth, and for cuer, 
Ames, 


FINIS. 
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Laas Deo trin. vno, in æternum, 


Amen, 


e of Repentance, 41 


i 1: 


